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For the Churchman’s Magazine. 


ORDINATION SERMON, 


2 CORINTHIANS iy. 7. 


But we have this treasure in 
eurthen vessels, that the excellency 
of the power may be of God, and 
not of us. 


Tue sacred writer is here treat- 
ing of the Christian ministry. And 
the double metaphor, adopted by 
him, is singularly happy and appro- 
priate to hissubject. The dispen- 
gation of grace to fallen man, is a 
treasure of infinite value. When 
preserved pure and entire, and duly 
dispensed to every member of the 
Christian family, the household of 
Christ, it exceeds all estimate 
of human understanding. And 
when we reflect upon the imper- 
fection and frailty of mere man, 
with whom it is deposited, and who, 
from the nature of the case, must 
be the instrument of its communi- 
eation, in. many important respects, 
the Apostle might well say, it is 
contained in earthen vessels, liable 
to be broken ; and consequently to 
mar or destroy the precious trea- 
sure. If an inspired Apostle could 
justly apply such a figure to him- 
self and others, under the immedi- 
ate guidance of the spirit of truth, 
how much rather may it be applied 
to the ministry of uninspired men, 
im the Church of God, at the pre- 
sent day? This abasing view of 
human frailty justly introduces the 
consequent clause in the text, that 
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the excellency of the power may be 
of God, and not of men. The 
whole efficacy, all the good fruits 
of the ministry are to be ascribed 
to the operation of God’s grace 
upon the hearts of men; for Paul 
may plant and Apollos water ; but 
God giveth the increase. The mi- 
nistry is no more than an humble 
instrument in God’s hand. It is 
but one of the means of grace, ap- 
pointed by divine wisdom and good- 
ness, suited to the condition and 
the wants of a being like fallen 
man. 

From the foregoing concise view 
of the text, we are led to consider, 

First, The divine institution of 
the Christian Ministry. 

Secondly, Its nature and charac- 
ter. 

Thirdly, Its efficacy on the 
hearts and lives of men. 

From the character of God, we 
might conclude that all his dispens- 
ations of grace would be uniform 
in their spirit and essence. And 
when we look into the written 
word of truth, we find from the 
beginning, a divinely instituted 
Priesthood. At first from Adam to 
Moses, it was patriarchal, and then 
under the law, it was confined to 
the tribe of Levi. These things 
were never disputed: nor can they 
be, by those who admit the autho- 
rity of the Bible, in determining 
religious truth. From this the con- 
clusion is fair and legitimate, that 
such must be the case im the final 
and concluding dispensation. When 
God, who changes not, provides the 
5 
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means of restoring -sinful men to 
grace and favor, those means must 
be the same in essence, differing 
only in external form ; and suited 
to the different conditions of the 
visible Church. Accordingly, when 
he who was to come, did come, ev- 
en the eternal Son of God—when 
he had finished the work he came 
on earth todo—when by dying and 
rising again, he had reconciled sin- 
ful nature to an offended Sovereign, 
and brought in everlasting right- 
eousness, and was about to return to 
his Father, we find him designating 
an order of men, and providing for 
their continuance, by succession, 
to all ages and generations of the 
world. With them and their of- 
fice, he promised to be, by his Holy 
Spirit, to the end of the world — 
Clearer proof than this, we need 
not; clearer than this we cannot 
have, that the Christian ministry is 
divinely instituted. An original di- 
vine appointment involves of course 
its continuance to the end of time : 
For God, who appointed, is a being 
of wisdom and power. He has or- 
dained, and he wants not the means 
of executing. He has promised, 
and his truth is eternal. It stand- 
eth fast, as the everlasting mount- 
ains. That the ministry has con- 
tinued in the Church, by success- 
ion, proofs might easily be adduced 
from historical documents not to be 
gainsayed. But I pass these in si- 
lence, not only because they are 
Jess conclusive, than what has al- 
ready been advanced, the certainty 
of the divine institution. But be- 
cause they are not appropriate to 
the present subject: and in order 
to make room for what is more im- 
portant. 
Secondly, The nature and cha- 
racter of the Christian ministry. 
This we learn from the reason 
and analogy of the case, and from 


the word of God. That there are 
means of grace is the uniform un- 
derstanding of all men : That is to 
say, things external to the soul ; 
things in which the body is con- 
cerned; very different from the 
immediate influences of the Holy 
Spirit, which are, by way of emi. 
nence, property called the grace oi 
God. Among these means, may be 
named the instruction which men 
are capable of affording each other, 
in the mind and will of God—The 
influence of a virtuous and pious 
example, when they let their light 
shine before men—The institution 
of the social worship of Almighty 
God—The prayers and praises 
jointly sent upto the throne of grace 
from the place dedicated to God’s 
holy name—And above all, the di- 
vinely appointed ordinances, admi- 
nistered in the Church. Such 
were the various sacrifices and pu- 
rifications under the law of Moses ; 
and such are the two sacraments 
under the Gospel. By baptism, we 
are initiated into the peculiar fami- 
ly and household of God, to which 
belong covenant favors, by divine 
mercy. To the due administration 
of this rite are promised the rege- 
nerating influences of the Holy 
Spirit, the Comforter—The seeds 
of a holy life are planted, which, 
if not smothered by subsequent sin 
and wickedness, grow up into a 
goodly tree, and bring forth fruit 
unto holiness. The spiritual life, 
thus begun, in the Holy Eucharist, 
is nourished and invigorated, from 
day to day, while the body feeds 
on the material elements, blessed 
and consecrated to the sacred pur- 
pose, by the influences of the Ho- 
ly Spirit, the soul by foretaste feeds 
on the rich dainties of heavenly 
bliss. Piously and devoutly calling 
to mind that God is more immedi- 
ately present in his own appointed 
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ordinance ; fervent devotion and 
pious joy are enkiadled ; and the 
whole temper is rendered heavenly, 
calm, and serene, resting on the 
Rock of ages. 

To all this may be added the 
whole economy of the visible 
Church; reading and explaining/ 
the Scriptures, preaching, admon- 
ishing, and enforcing the doctrines 
of eternal truth; governing and 
administering wholesome discipline 
that the household of God may be 
purified of sinful and unworthy 
members. All these are means of 
grace. And that they may be ad- 
ministered in due order, and to 
any effect, men must be appointed 
forthe purpose. No position can 
be clearer than this. A divinely 
instituted community of men, with 
rites of initiation, and continuance 
of fellowship, with ordinances of 
government and discipline, ema- 
nating from the same source, of 
necessity requires the same autho- 
rity to designate those who are to 
administer. The one is intimately 
combined with, and involved in the 
other. Human authority cannot 
exercise a divine right. To claim 
it, would be impious profanation, 
and daring rebellion against the Ma- 
jesty of Heaven. By a divine de- 
signation cf men to the ministry, 
we must not be understood to mean 
an immediate commission granted 
to individuals, but that the commis- 
sion is received by an order of suc- 
cession, as set down and limited in 
the written word of God. In this 
manner the Christian ministry ,with 
all that appertains to it, is to be 
considered as among the appointed 
means of grace. This is the sub- 
stance of its nature and character. 
As it is appointed for'the discharge 
of various offices, for the editica- 
tion of the Church, for building 
men up inthe holy faith, so it con- 
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sists of diverse grades, that it may 
be done in harmony and order. For 
he gave some apostles, and some 
prophets, and some evangelists, and 
some pastors and teachers. Some 
are to preserve order in sending 
others, some to teach, to administer 
ordinances and discipline, and oth- 
ers to serve tables in a lower grade 
of office: But they all agree in the 
main point, that they act in God’s 
name, and by authority committed 
to then from the head ofthe church. 
Whether they send others, preach 
the’ word, administer ordinances,or 
exercise discipline, the whole is a 
constant exhibition of God’s grace 
and mercy, soliciting all who wit- 
ness it, to co-operate with the at- 
tendant influence of the Spirit, in 
putting off the old man of sin, and 
putting on the new man, created in 
righteousness and true holiness. 
Thirdly. I am now to consider 
the efficacy of the Christian minis- 
try on men’s hearts and affections. 
In speaking of the efficacy of men’s 
administrations, the text sufficiently 
cautions us against arrogance. We 
are to remember the excellency of 
the power is of God, and not of us. 
Without the accompaniment of di- 
vine grace, every act of ours would 
be nothing. The whole scheme of 
the ministry, as delineated in the 
scriptures, makes it but an instru- 
ment in the hands of God. Men 
may preach the word, may sow the 
seed, but it must be watered with 
the dew from heaven, or it will noi 
shoot and grow. They may exhort, 
urge, and intreat, but no one will 
listen, unless God call, by his Spi- 
rit. They may rebuke and chas- 
tise with wholesome discipline, but 
no sinful heart will be subdued, un- 
less the terrors of the Lord be 
brought home to their feelings, by 
a more powerful voice than theirs. 
The love of adying Saviour, exhi- 
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bited in his own sacred ordinance, 
will possess no charm in the eye of 
him, who remains unenlightened 
by inspiring grace. But God who 
knoweth what is in man, in conde- 
scension to his wants, while cum- 
bered with a material body, has 
appointed all these means of grace, 
and certainly accompanies the use 
of them with the influences of 
his Spirit. God who can work 
without means, or by any means, 
has hereinchosen to work by weak 
means, the more to magnify his own 
power. The efficacy of the sacred 
ministry thus understood, removes 
pride and arrogance from those 
who are intrusted with the office. 
It inspires humility and self-abase- 
ment. It encourages hope in the 
mercy of God, enlivens fuith, and 
enkindles devotion. They view 
themselves, as living and acting un- 
der the guidance of God’s ordinan- 
ces, and entitled to the influences 
of his Holy Spirit. ‘They fashion 
their lives and conversations in con- 


formity with their faith. They are 
holy, harmless, undefiled in the 
sight of men, and before God, are 
accepted for Christ’s sake. 

The subject that has been dis- 
cussed, and the present solemn oc- 
casion seem to demand some spe- 


cial application. And in the first 
place, what has been advanced, im- 
pressively requires of all who take 
upon themselves the sacred office, 
in any grade, to examine well their 
motives, and the awful responsibi- 
lity under which they are laid to 
the great Head of the Church. No 
consideration of temporal emolu- 
ment should enter their minds: But 
they should remember they are to 
serve a Master,who,while on earth, 
had not where to lay his head; and 
surrender themselves wholly to his 
will. Honor and distinction should 
bear no part in directing their 
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choice. The good of souls, the 

salvation and immortal bliss of their 

fellowmen should be their undivid- 

ed object. The Church, under a 

due sense of the nature and cha- 

racter of the Christian ministry, 

has provided an awfully solemn 

question to be put to all who come 

to be ordained ; Do you think that 

you are inwardly moved by the Ho- 

ly Ghost to take upon you this office. 

She charitably hopes, that none in 

the presence of Almighty God, on 

such an occasion, will prevaricate, 

by impiously defying Omnipotence. 

And therefore she trusts they will 

have examined before the import 

of the question, and answer they 

are to give. The answer being 
truly rendered, they must see how 

utterly inconsistent is their con- 

duct, if they seek any thing but the 

glory of God in the salvation of 
men. Thus impressed, they will, 
in all their administrations, have a 
single eye to the good of souls. — 
They will be instant in season, and’ 
out of season, without looking to 

any recompense of reward in tem- 
poral things. 

Secondly—-The qualifications 
suited to the exercise of the gospel 
Ministry, result from the subject 
under consideration. To say that 
a Clergyman should be free from 
positive vice, would be holding out 
too low a standard of excellence. 
That he who considers himself 
acting in a sacred character, con- 
secrated to the purpose of promo- 
ting the salvation of his fellow-men, 
should descend to the gratification 
of such passions, as would tarnish 
the reputation of other men, is 
monstrous impiety. Few are found, 
so hardened in iniquity, as thus to 
sacrifice their own immortal souls. 
But there is reason to fear, some 
think it enough that they are free 
from deserved reproach. They 
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must be more than this—They 
must be positively virtuous—They 
must do good to the souls and bo- 
dies of men. They must be emi- 
nent for humanity, compassion, and 
charity. They must be meek, 
gentle, and long-suffering, apt to 
forgive, and bear with human in- 
firmity ; not rendering railing for 
railing, but contrarywise, blessing ; 
nor should it be deemed trifling to 
say, they should be polite and hos- 
pitable. In the language of the 
Apostle, the Deacons should be so- 
ber, grave, ruling well their own 
house: And if this be true of the 
lower grade, much more of the 
higher. They should be above 
the levities, and trifling vanities, 
that occupy the time of other men. 
Consistency with their sacred 
character, requires this sacrifice, 
if a sacrifice it must be called.— 
The Apostle adds another qualifi- 
cation of high importance. They 
must not be novices ; for as he else- 
where says, in speaking of the mi- 
nisters of Christ, they must be apt 
to teach. And how can this be, 
without a good share of common 
literature? Without study and 
constant application of mind, they 
cannot adapt themselves in their 
instructions, to the dispositions and 
the wants of different men, with 
whom they have to deal. Above 
all, must they have studied the or- 
acles of divine truth. By day and 
by night must they have turned the 
sacred volume, with the aid of nu- 
merous theological works, in order 
to make security more secure, that 
they rightly understand the dictates 
of the Holy Spirit. To all this 
should be added that they are to 
be men of prayer and supplication. 
Prayer, and meditation on divine 
things, should be intimately inter- 
woven into their character and 


habits. Itshould fill up the inter- 


vals between study, and the active 
discharge of their official cuties. 
Thus qnalified, they become fit 
stewards of the mysteries of God. 

Thirdly and lastly —T he manner 
in which the duties of the office 
are to be discharged, claims some 
attention—It is required of stew- 
ards that a man be found faith- 


ful. This is the dictate of reason, 


and of the Spirit of God. He must 
be faithful to his employer, and 
faithful to those to whom he is to 
dispense the bounties of his Mas- 
ter, to assign each his portion, and 
direct them in the discharge of 
their duty. How imperiously 
then is fidelity demanded of hir 
who is the steward of the great King 
of Heaven! How cautious, how 
punctual, how diligent should he 
be to see, that every one has his 
due proportion of spiritual meat, 
and in due time? In visiting the 
sick, in comforting mourners, in- 
structing the ignorant, and direct- 
ing those that wander, into the 
road of eternal life, should he 
spend much of his time, if he would 
be faithful to his trust. He should 
consider the present state of the 
Church, protected by human laws, 
enjoying ease and tranquility, and 
compare it with its early condition 
—its Ministers persecuted, afflict- 
ed, tormented, in perils oft, in Ja- 
bours abundant, with death for 
their fidelity, ever in view; and 
be ashamed of thinking it burden- 
some to encounter a little bodily 
fatigue, a liftle inclemency of wea- 
ther, or a little obloquy, or con- 
tradiction of sinners, in the dis- 
charge of his duty. In the admin- 
istration of discipline, he is to be 
firm, yet temperate, not fearing the 
face of man, knowing that he hag 
a greater Master above. In his 
public administrations, he is to be 
grave, solemn, and impressive.— 
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In preaching the word, he is to 
maintain and enforce all the great 
doctrines of grace, unadulterated 
by the inventions of men. He is 
to declare all the council of God 
without fear, whether men will 
hear, or whether they will forbear. 

The minister of Christ, in his 
private intercourse, is to be the 
strenuous advocate of truth. He 
is to rebuke vice wherever it ap- 
pears, and honour virtue. Tem- 
perately, yet firmly reproving er- 
ror, and seeking to correct its wan- 
derings ; and always labouring by 
precept and example to guide all 
honest inquirers in the road that 
Jeads to eternal life. 

In the first grade of an office 
thus responsible, thus laborious, 
in its various duties, we have just 
seen a young Brother initiated.— 
We trust he has long before now 
seriously considered all these 
things, and firmly resolved to give 
himself wholly to them. We trust 
he has frequently applied to the 
throne of grace, and will continue 
so doing ; constantly supplicating 
for aid, in the arduous duties that 
lie before him, that he may be a 
blessing to the Church, and a 
crown of rejoicing to many souls, 
whom he may be instrumental in 
bringing to glory. 


—— 
ADDRESS 


Of the Rt. Rev. Bisnor Bowen, to 
the Convention of South-Carolina, 
1826. 


My Brethren of the Clergy and of the 
Laity, 


Ir is my duty to lay before you, 
a statement of the transactions and 
occurrences of the Diocess, for 
the time intervening between the 
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last and your present meeting in 
Convention. Permit me now, to 
proceed to execute this duty. 

The utmost extent, to which I 
have been enabled, consistently 
with my particular pastoral en- 
gagements, to carry the personal 
official attention, required of me 
by the Canons, to the Churches of 
the Diocess, embraces the follow- 
ing particulars. The whole num- 
ber of persons confirmed in the 
parishes visited being 189. Per- 
mit me, in passing, urgently to so- 
licit the Clergy, that the utmost 
personal attention, of which cir- 
cumstances will possibly admit, 
may be given to the preparing, ac- 
cording not to the letter only, but 
the whole spirit of the 2ist Canon, 
for every occasion of confirmation 
to be administered ia their Church- 
es, of which notice is duly receiv- 
ed. Of its pre-eminent importance 
in the scale of pastoral obligation 
and usefulness, when duly attended 
to, no doubt can possibly be enter- 
tained. At Claremont Church, a 
station of our Ministry for many 
years made peculiarly interesting, 
by the pious liberality of its con- 
gregation, and which had been un- 
occupied for two years, before its 
present Minister took the charge 
of it, it was gratifying to observe 
a considerably improved state of 
things—the numbers present at 
the offices administered in it, be- 
ing greater than at any former pe- 
riod, and the rite of confirmation 
being submitted to, by many of va- 
rious ages and conditions, in a man- 
ner, strikingly evincing the effica- 
cy in this important matter, of a 
more than ordinary pastoral dili- 
gence and care. Zealous and ju- 
dicous, and, I trust, successful ex- 
ertions, although by no means un- 
precedented in the Diocess, have 
been used here, to make the low- 
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Lest of our population, partakers 
of the benefit of Christian ordin- 
ances. It is devoutly to be de- 
sired, that encouragement may be 
derived form such examples, to 
authorize and aid, the extension 
of this benevolence, beyond the too 
narrow limits within which, to ma- 
ny of our brethren, it has seemed 
expedient that itshould be confined. 
It is my duty to declare my con- 
viction of the Christian obligation, 
of the admission of this class of 
people, to Christian worship and 
instruction : and there is abundant 
record and experience of the fact, 
that the practical and intelligibly 
scriptural teaching, which as sub- 
jects of the ministry of this Church, 
they must receive, has a moral in- 
fluence on their temper, habits, 
and whole character, which, ina 
civil point of view is of the utmost 
importance. 

The ordinations held within the 
year, have been only one, by which 
Mr. Charles P. Elliott, and Mr. 
F. H. Rutledge, Deacons, were 
admitted to Priests’ Orders ; and 
another by which Mr. Edward 
Phillips, was admitted to the same 
order of the Ministry. Mr. Rut- 
ledge, has been serving the Church 
on Sullivan’s Island—and has ac- 
cepted the pastoral charge of 
Christ Church Parish. Mr. Elli- 
ott, is Rector of St. James’, Goose 
Creek ; and Mr. Phillips continues 
to serve St. Stephen’s Chapel, a 
place of worship, as you have been 
before informed, provided, peculz- 
arly, for the poor of our Commun- 
ion who could not be otherwise ac- 
commodated, in the honourable and 
useful capacity of Domestic Mis- 
sionary. Candidates for Holy Or- 
ders, registered within the year, 
are Mr. S. A. Cooper, who was 
transferred from the Eastern Dio- 
cess to this, Mr. Hood, received 
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on the certificate of the Standing 
Committee of Georgia, and Mr. P. 
Trapier, of this city. The first 
named, has by an amiable complr- 
ance with advice given him to that 
effect, withdrawn his name from 
the list of candidates for Orders, 
(permission being given him to do 
so) with a view, to the prosecu- 
tion of another calling, for which 
he possesses eminent qualifica- 
tions ; and the second, has received 
on his application for them, letters 
dismissory to the Diocess of Penn- 
sylvania, whither he has removed. 
The number of Candidates for Or- 
ders, at present belonging to the 
Diocess, is five. One, viz. Mr. 
W. P. Coffin, of St. Helena, of 
whom the fairest hopes had been 
entertained, has since the last Con- 
vention, been removed by death. 

We owe grateful acknowledg- 
ment for the mercy, which has per- 
mitted us to come to the close of 
the year, with the number of our 
acting Clergy undiminished. it has 
pleased God to take out of this 
world, the Rev. Robert Symes ; 
and the Rev. Charles B. Snowden, 
formerly Rector of St. Stephen’s 
Parish. Mr. Snowden had for se- 
veral years, under the influence of. 
considerations, which seemed to 
him good and sufficient, withdrawn 
himself from all active connec- 
tion with the business of the 
Church, and with all things peculiar 
to the ministry—retaining, at the 
same time, in the estimation of 
those personally conversant with 
his character and habits—a deep 
sense of Christian truth as he had 
professed and taught it, and a fer- 
vent interest in the welfare and 
honour of the Church. For our 
Theological Seminary, he indulged 
a lively concern ; and contributed 
liberally to it, according to his abi- 
lity. 
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As none of our acting Clergy 
have been removed by death—so 
have none, within the year, asked 
for dismission, according to the 
mode provided by the Canons, from 
the Diocess. I have indirectly 
learned that the Rey. Mr. E. Rut- 
ledge, has ceased to be a member 
of it, and become Minister of a 
Charch in Connecticut. If this be 
so, | cannot but painfully regret 
the existence of any necessity, by 
reason of which, the Church is 
here deprived of the services of 
ene, whom several considerations, 
of which you are sufficiently aware, 
without my stating them, combined 
to render it most peculiarly desira- 
ble, that we should retain among 
us. 

Mr. P. T. Keith, who at our last 
meeting, was serving the Church 
at North Santee, has been appoint- 
ed Assistant Minister of Prince 
George, Winyaw ; and more re- 
cently, the Rev. Mr. Wilson has 
ceased to officiate as Minister of 
St. Paul’s Parish, Stono. 

By arrangements of the Society 
for the advancement of Christiani- 
ty, I have been enabled to engage 
the services of several of our 
younger Clergy; in a way which I 
trust has been as effective of the 


purpose of that excellent institu- 
tion. 

The Rev. Mr. Thomas, has act- 
ed as Missionary of this Society, at 
Fairfield and Greenville Court 


Houses. At the first mentioned 
place, a very few persons profes- 
sing attachment to our Communion, 
gave generous evidence of their 
solicitude for its settlement among 
them—and at the last, whither ma- 
ny families of our Church resort, 
from various places during the 
summer, the services of Mr. Tho- 
mas, have been attended with so 
much success, as to have led to the 
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adoption of measures, for the erec: 
tion of a suitable building for the 
uses of our peculiar worship. A 
lot having been given for the pur- 
pose, by Mr. M’Bee, .of North- 
Carolina ; exertions were made to 
collect by subscription, at Green- 
ville and in this city, the sum ne- 
cessary for the accomplishment of 
this pious purpose ; and it is un- 
derstood that some individual in- 
habitants of Greenville, have, as 
well by their liberal example, as 
personally active zeal, contributed 
much to put it forward. [ cannot 
forbear to recommend this excel- 
lent work, to the notice and en- 
couragement ef my brethren ge- 
nerally, of the Diocess-—nor can I, 
in connection with it, forbear to 
mention the claims, which the 
Society for the Advancement of 
Christianity in South-Carolina, in 
whose measures, it originated, has 
to the respect and patronage of all 
friends of the Church, and of soci- 
ety. 

The Rev. Mr. Neufville, under 
the same arrangements of this So- 
ciety, has also been endeavouring 
to bring up, from its long continued 
state of disorganization, the Parish 
of Prince Williams. A contract 
was made in the spring of the last 
year, to re-build the once large and 
handsome Church in that Parish, 
which failed of execution, by the 
death of the principal workmen. 
A new contract has recently been 
made, and we are not. discouraged 
from hoping that Prince William’s 
Parish, will, by the exertions of a 
few zealous members of our com- 
munion, be re-placed among the 
stations, from which the salvation 
of the Lord shall go forth as bright- 
ness. 

St. Matthew’s Parish and St. 
James’, Goose Creek, have both, 
within the year, received Minis- 
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ters, who had been requested to 
visit them as temporary Missiona- 
ries, to a stited connection with 
them ; the Rev. Mr. Motte, having 
become the Minister of the first, 
and the Rev. Mr. Elliott, of the 
other. It has been gratifying to 
notice the successful attention giv- 
en by Mr. Motte, to the means of 
diffusing useful knowledge and lit- 
ersture, among those composing 
his charge, in the institution of a 
Parish Library, into which he is 
with the liberal aid of the Parish- 
ioners,collecting books of variously 
useful information. Libraries of 
this description, embracing in a 
suitable proportion, provision for 
the encouragement of all to seek 
sound religious knowledge and in- 
telligence, are found in other pla- 
ces similarly circumstanced, in the 
Diocess ; and, in all, may afford 
occasion of an honourably useful 
intellectual influence of the Minis- 
try. The Rev. Mr. Philip Gads- 
den, who has also acted as a tem- 
porary Missionary of the Society, 
at Williamsburg, has accepted an 
appointment to the Church at 
North Santee. 

The subject presenting itself al- 
most immediately to my thoughts, 
next to our peculiar Diocesan bu- 
siness; is that of our General The- 
ological Seminary. To many of 
you, it is a subject of lively inter- 
est. I most earnestly wish that it 
were so, to every member of our 
Church. { am warranted in re- 
porting to you, that it is progres- 
sively useful and honourable. The 
following is the testimony of one of 
its best and most constant Lay- 
friends ; and it is well calculated 
to animate and encourage us to the 
most determined and unwearied 
adherence to an object already re- 
garded among us with so much in- 
terest. ‘* We have witnessed at 
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the commencement of our Semin!- 
ry, such evidence of the usefu - 
ness of the institution, in the exer- 
cises of the graduates, as could not 
but have excited the most gratify- 
ing emotions, in the bosom of eve- 
ry one who bad tent a helping hand 
to its establishment, could he have 
been present at them.” 

On the subject of Education, I 
must again beg you to be patient 
with me—while | again express 
the apprehension, unpopular as it 
may be, that the members of our 
Church are comparatively teo little 
concerned, that their Children 
should not be alienated by influen- 
ces growing out of it, from their 
own religious principles and habits. 
A bigotted tenacity as to the reli- 
gious faith and worship of their fa- 
thers, is not that with which I 
would wish to see the minds of our 
youth imbued ; but the rational and 
candid estimate, on which our own 
preference of our peculiar princi- 
ples and modes rests, should cer- 
tainly carry with it a concern, that 
the generations following us, should 
walk in the same old paths ; and 
steadily pursue, by the same light 
of primitive Apostolic truth, which 
we have followed, the high interest 
of their moral nature. As yet we 
have not Coileges secured to us by 
charter, as places of education for 
our youth, under influences at 
least not adverse to our principles, 
whose reputation vies with the 
older and more respectable institu- 
tions of learning. so early erected 
for the fortifying and perpetuating 
of peculiar religious denomina- 
tions ; but aw»kening to an interest 
so vitally important—our brethren, 
in some of the Northern Dincesses, 
have effected a beginning, which 
we cannot but regard with a feeling 
of grateful anticipation. At ‘the 
College of Geneva, in New-York 
6 
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and at that of Hartford in Connec- 
ticut, education may be expected 
to be conducted under auspices 
corresponding with our reasonable 
predilections ; and as the literary 
reputation of these institutions in- 
creases, Episcopalians of this State, 
who from any causes must have the 
educution of their sons conducted 
ata greater distance from them, 
than at Colleges within it, where 
they are still within the sphere of 
domestic intercourse and influence, 
may be expected to avail them- 
selves of their advantages. They 
will, we may trust, be an asylum 
for the young of our Church, ex- 
posed to every possible variety of 
perversion, and tempted continu- 
ally to the rejection of all the 
claims of religion upon their un- 
derstanding and affections, because 
it presents itself in every aspect, 
but that in which it had been early 
seen and loved; and whose im- 
pression it yet is scarcely allowed 
them, ostensibly to wear, without 
offence. 

My Brethren of the Clergy, in 
an affectionate sympathy with 
whom in all their cares and dif- 
ficulties, I cannot be supposed 
to be wanting, will permit me 
once more to express the solici- 
tude I feel, that they should not 
be unmindful of the obligation, 
of labouring that the rich and the 
peor may meet together in their 
Churches. The humbler descrip- 
tion of the white inhabitants of our 
Country Parishes, are yet in too 
few instances, members of our con- 
gregations. At the original settle- 
ment of these Parishes, they all 
were. I need not state to you why 
we should desire them still to be 
so. To their spiritual interest, 
you cannot be indifferent. To the 
more obvious considerations de- 
manding for them your pastoral 
care and attention, let me beg you 


Reflections on the importance of Biblical Criticism. 


to admit this in addition ; that, as 
to them is often committed, so large 
an interest of humanity, as the go- 
vernment and care, during a great 
part of the year, of the plantations, 
nothing can be to us, as Ministers 
of Christ’s religion, more reasona- 
bly an object of concern, than that 
their characters, may be formed 
upon its plan, and their temper and 
conduct ruled by its spirit. 

Of the Laity, let me once more 
intreat, that their attention to the 
interests of their Churches, may 
not be relaxed. The due support 
of their offices is, 1 know, in many 
places, attended with no little difh- 
culty ; but I know their value and 
importance, and am still persuaded, 
that nochristian mind can consent to 
their abandonment, without a deep- 
ly painful sense of the necessity, or 
a sense, as painful, of violated obli- 
gation. Of the liberality which in 
some places is exercised for their 
maintenance, I feel that nothing 
which I could here express, would 
be adequate or even acceptable 
commendation. Of the indiffer- 
ence to the same object, which is 
sometimes indulged, even where 
exertion implying little or no ex- 
pense, is all that is demanded, who 
of us can think without pain and 
sorrow ? 

Brethren, the business of the 
house of the God of your fathers, 
and the offices thereof, awaits you. 
That his spirit may be among you, 
and remain with you during its 
transaction, is my fervent prayer. 


NATHANIEL BOWEN, 


—o+o 


For the Churchman’s Magazine. 


Reflections upon the importance of 
Biblical Criticism. 


The intrinsic character of this 
subject, and the increasing estima- 











tion, with which it is regarded, in 
the present era of the Church, 
conspire to render it pre-eminently 
important. The limits of an essay, 
from necessity circumscribed, pre- 
vent me from making it a subject 
of extended investigation. It will 
be my object, simply, and in a cur- 
sory manner, to suggest some of 
its practical relations, and to state 
their appropriate value. 

I propose in the first place to no- 
tice some of the important effects, 
which it may produce upon the 
Student. 

I know it to be the opinion of 
many judicious, experienced, and 
observing men, that it is injurious 
to permit a person, whose faith in 
the rudiments of Christian doctrine 
needs maturity and confirmation, 
to examine the Scriptures in the 
most free and rigorous manner. It 
is said, if it be strenuously inculca- 
ted upon such a person, that the 
unperverted declarations of reve- 
lation only can be binding, and that, 
while attempting to acquire a 
knowledge of these, he must dis- 
card all deference to human au- 
thority, the effect is, to beget a 
fastidious scrupularity, to foster our 
native arrogance, and to offer unne- 
cessary exposures to errors which 
it may be difficult to eracidate.— 
I fully accede to the sincerity of 
such opinions, and deem them ex- 
pressions of genuine regard for the 
welfare of true Religion. And tho’ 

I am an advocate for the most ra- 
dical investigation of the divine 
records, | would also subscribe to 
the justness of these opinions, so 
far as to have the researches of 
the student superintended by a 
wise and faithful Instructor, whose 
sentiments and conduct had been 
amply tested. I deprecate that 
sentiment, which teaches not the 
mere utility, but the moral obliga- 
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tion, of permitting the inexperi- 
enced to embark without chart or 
compass, in pursuit of truth. Still 
it is highly important to make the 
knowledge of the student, the ac- 
quirement of his own laborious in- 
vestigation. The effect toa novice 
in mental discipline. may be at first 
unhappy. When one and another 
text, upon which he perhaps has 
been accustomed to look, as pillars 
in the fabric of Christian doctrine, 
are found to possess an imaginary 
importance, the whole superstruc- 
ture of Religion appears to totter. 
His mind is sometimes subjected 
to the encroachment of tormenting 
suspicions, and is not unfrequently 
a prey to agitating uncertainty.— 
But the result is pre-eminently be- 
neficial. The truth, which is gain- 
ed by dint of perseverance, and of 
such costly and assiduous labour, 
will never be forgotten. And 
moreover, it will be contemplated 
with firmer trust. I doubt not that 
many, who once would scarcely be 
contented with numerous scriptural 
quotations, to prove any specific 
doctrine, when subjected to a tho- 
rough discipline, have placed a 
stronger reliance upon the same 
doctrine, though founded upon a 
single unequivocal affirmation.— 
For myself, 1 can say, (so far as 
experience permits me to an- 
nounce, the results of such a disci- 
pline,) the satisfaction with which 
1 receive such an affirmation, is in- 
expressible. 

Again, there are persons whose 
piety I cordially regard, who seem 
to entertain unnecessary fear, re- 
specting some scriptural expres- 
sions. They contemplate their 
free discussion with reluctance, as 
though the result might award nar- 
row minded cavillers a temporary 
triumph, 

He who has undergone a tho- 
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rough discipline, in critical inves- 
tigation, will be liberated from 
such embarrassments. He _ will 
know precisely upon what basis 
his own faith stands, and will main- 
tain the conflict with the enliven- 
ing assurance of ultimate success. 
Another effect which this radical 
investigation produces is, that it 
makes the treasures of Theology 
so to speak our individual profes- 
sion. It presents the student, with 
Theology from the fountain of all 
truth, and presents it to him, in its 
original and unblemished purity.— 
It moreover places the whole cir- 
cle of theological science entirely 
within his view ; and empowers 
him to perceive, at a glance, the 
correspondences and diversities of 
its several portions, their mutual 
relations of proximity and depen- 
dence, their comparative impor- 
tance, and the manner in which 
they contribute to the defence and 
perpetuity of one another. It en- 
ables him to overlook those human 
authorities, which some regard and 
some reject, and base his doctrines 
upon that authority from which 
there is noappeal. And this I say 
not to disparage those venerable 
names «ho have expended their 
best tslents, and consecrated their 
brightest hours for the service of 
religion. There are those, who 
perpetually inculcate the necessity 
of disregarding the dicta of every 
mn, how greatso ever he may be. 
There are those, whose creed like 
that of Unitarians, seems to consist 
in denying the creed of every body 
else. But if | have not been mis- 
taken in my observations, these 
very men who echo most loudly 
the text, ‘‘call no man master on 
earth,” and these creed-condemn- 
ing zealots, are some of the great- 
est dogmatists, which can any 


where, at least in Christian coun- 
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tries, be found. Nothing is easier, 
than to learn the art of censuring 
without exception ; and where men 
of influence are perpetuaily retail- 
ing opinions derogatory to charac- 
ters of worth, their less experien- 
ced, or less illuminated hearers, will 
copy them with readiness. 
“ Discet enim citius, meminit que liber- 
tius illud 
Quod quis deridet, quz quod quis probet 
et veveretur.” 

If it be admissible upon the stern- 
est principles of justice, it surely 
cannot be, upon principles of de- 
cency or charity, to magnify the 
faults of those, who with some de- 
fects, have many redeeming excel- 
lencies. I would therefore pay 
becoming respect to the investiga- 
tions of men, who are deservedly 
estimated as champions of the faitb. 
I would use them as guides and 
advisors. But I deem it an incum- 
bent duty upon every man, who 
holds himself responsible at the 
dread tribunal of an Omniscient 
God, to bring every opinion which 
he teaches to the touchstone of 
revelation, and faithfully tesi its 
value. While then, | would will- 
ingly accede to any opinion, at va- 
riance with the sentiments of men 
of celebrity and piety, | would try 
their opinions also, by the standard 
of unerring verity. When doing 
this however, | wouid strive to 
avoid that wanton display of privi- 
lege, the usual characteristic of 
bold religionists, so congenial to 
the mind, and so fertile in a ten- 
dency to produce censoriousness, 
and endeavour to make my com- 
mandiag motive, a solemn sense of 
fin] responsibility. An eagerness 
for ostentation, a love of singuiari- 
ty, or a desire of augmenting in- 
fluence or fame, have tempted 
even good men, to indulge an ili- 
beral severity towards the good ; 








but all these improper motives 
should be suppressed, by an over- 
mastering conviction of the truth, 

that by our words we shall be jus- 
tified, and by our words shall be 
condemned, ‘To examine then the 
opinions of others, by the decisions 
of inspiration, in the manner which 
has been represented ; and indeed, 
to examine these, by rational and 
accepted principles of interpreta- 
tion, | esteem the true department 
of sacred Criticism, and its benefits, 
thus soberly employed, ‘surpass 
conception. Aside from the effects 
which it produces upon the mental 
faculties, in communicating to them, 
acumen, capaciousness, vigor and 
elasticity, it gives a complexion of 
originality to the manner in which 
the doctrines of religion are de- 
fended, and confers upon him who 
discusses them, that copious free- 
dom, imposing firmness, and com- 
manding energy which, like the 
Gorgon’s head, paralyzes opposers. 
Sacred Criticism, is further of vast 
importance in furnishing a minister 
for controversies with unbelievers. 
1 have somewhere seen an excel- 
lent direction, to be sparing in me- 
taphysical arguments with persons 
of this description. Suffer an in- 
fidel to draw you into metaphysical 
ground, and he will have something 
to say ; but press him with Scrip- 
tural declarations,which have been 
thoroughly digested, and he is si- 
Jent, or if he attempt to vanquish 
you, it must be on points of criti- 
cism. Buta real adept in criticism, 

one who is not a mere textuary, 
will soon bring such points to a 
focus, and compel him to ackfiow!- 
edge or reject Biblical authority. 

If he do the latter, the contest will 
be simply respecting the truth of 
Scripture, 2 contest of compara- 
tively easy determination. The 
tust effect of a critical study of the 
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scriptures, which I shall notice, is 
its influence in suppressing that in- 
satiable curiosity, and lawless spe- 
culation, so dangerous to vital pie 
ty, and so destructive to the essen- 
tial and fundamental! distinctions of 
gospeltruth. Leta person com- 
mence the critical study of the 
scriptures, from proper motives 
and free from unfavourable prepos- 
sessions, and | know of no pursuit 
better calculated to form a docile 
and humble disposition. It may 
be retorted npon my assertion, that 
some of the greatest Biblical stu- 
dents, such as Paulus, Theiss, and 
Eichorn, have treated the scrip- 
tures uniformly without reverence, 
and sometimes with levity or pride. 
This may be an incontrovertible 
and melancholy fact ; a cause may 
however be found in their deficien- 
cy of the supposed qualifications, 
correctness of motive, and freedom 
from prejudice. When a student 
in this state of mind, approaches 
the sacred scriptures, he will find 
in them such authority, without the 
tincture of human philosophy, that 
he will be constrained to abandon 
speculation, and submit to their de- 
cisions. Men have far more curi- 
osity and zeal respecting refined 
and ineffectual queries, than re- 
specting the fundamentals of reli- 
gion, and their practical exempli- 
cation. I had almost said, it is as 
important to ascertain what we 
must not know, as what we must.— 
Critical study of the Bible will 
teach one the force of this truth, 
sooner than any method, which can 
be adopted. When a person stu- 
dies Theology, only in the works 
of the metaphysical Divines, he is 
constantly liable to be drawn into 
minute and unimportant specula- 
tions, which may notwithstanding, 
appear to be founded on substan- 
tial reasons, and to possess intrinsic 















































4% 


value, Let one who has amassed 
a quantity of such speculations, at- 
tempt to prove their validity, by 
Biblical assertions. He will find, 
perhaps, that the Bible silently 
passes such subjects by. This 
ought to teach an ingenuous mind 
a most serious lesson. The mere 
silence of the Bible ought to be a 
monition to speculators, to check 
their researches. When God has 
given to man, what he deems a suf- 
ficient revelation, he prescribes the 
limit of what it is proper fer the 
man to know. There is a limit to 
Theological research, and this can 
be ascertained only by a deep, dili- 
aes and persevering study of the 
ible. The experience of others 
enables me to say, that this limit is 
much narrower than young men 
generally suppose. How important 
then a thorough acquaintance with 
the proper limits of inquiry. No- 
thing can more effectually subdue 
that ungodly spirit of speculation, 
a desire of eliciting something new, 
and of laying a basis for reputation, 
than close investigation of God’s 
word. Nothing can more effectu- 
ally teach a man the weakness of 
his powers, and the poverty of his 
philosophy. Nothing can more ef- 
fectually beget a gentle, docile, 
humble temper which delights to 
learn wisdom at the feet 1: Jesus. 
C. W. 
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For the Chirchman’s Magazine. 


The Charter of the Christian Church. 


An opinion prevails to a very 
considerable extent among Christ- 
ians, and this is countenanced by 
the language of some serious and 
learned theologians, that although 
od hath established a Church in 
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the world, he hath left it without 
any particular constitution or char- 
ter, and of course to be modeled 
according to the fancies of men.— 
This induces many to esteem very 
lightly all primitive and apostolic 
practices, and to treat internal or- 
der as a mere matter of opinion, 
subject to change as circumstances 
may seem require, and allowing 
every man or number of men to 
constitute a church of their own,and 
to appoint such officers for the di- 
rection of its concerns, as may best 
seem to promote its interest and 
the advancement of the cause of 
piety. 

This it is confessed would not 
consistently be done, if God had 
provided us with such outlines of 
a constitution, as to lead us by any 
plain and unerring rule, to a sure 
course of proceeding in this mat- 
ter, for if God hath established a 
constitution for the ministry of his 
church, whether by Christ himself, 
or by an inspired teacher, we must 
all agree, that a constitution so es- 
tablished, must have a binding 
force upon the conscience of every 
serious christian, so as to produce 
a conformity with such regulation 
as divine goodness may have estab- 
lished, for whatever is spiritually 
laid down in the word of God is not 
left to human discretion, but to sub- 
mission or compliance as a moral 
obligation and duty. 

To be convinced, whether God 
hath established a charter for his 
church or not, we must go to the 
law orto the testimony, and exa- 
mine it critically, humbly, and in 
the fear of God—And when such 
an examination is made as to ascer- 
tain what the will of God is, a 
course of practical submission thro’ 
evil report and good report be- 
comes an imperious duty to God, 
who searcheth the heart. 





On many subjects of a practical 
nature, such as the change of the 
Sabbath to the Lord’s day, the bap- 
tism of infants, and the frequent 
celebration of the Holy Commun- 
ion, some incidental expression 
or relation of what was done by 
the Apostles, is thought evidence 
enough to establish the practice 
and enforce the duty. 

In what sort of language, and by 
what peculiar phraseology, are we 
to expect a charter so important as 
that of a christian church and its 
ministry? Must the several offi- 
cers be designated, and must they 
be marked by some peculiarity of 
expression! Onasubject of such 
magnitude, have we not reason to 
expect some marked distinction 
found no where else, and applica- 
ble to no other subject ? 

Must we not have precise direc- 
tions, plain declarations, and some 
clear and specific language, to es- 
tablish a constitution of the christ- 
ian ministry ? Do we require all 
these things? All these are amply 
supplied to us in the word of God— 
There is upon record, and that in 
God’s holy word, a concise but full 
exhibition of the charter of the 
christian church—This is contain- 
ed in the 12th chapter of St. Paul’s 
first Epistle to the Corinthians.— 
The leading object of this charter 
is an explanation of the church 
of Christ—Being an address to a 
church troubled with schisms, 
where one said he was of Paul, an- 
other of Apollos, and another of 
Cephas: it was the design of the 
Apostle to define the church as one 
body, though made up of different 


members, and to shew the organi- 
zation of that body—-T his was done 
by comparing the church to a hu- 
man body, that has different mem- 
bers which are all necessary to the 
perfection of the whole—Let us 
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analyze a part of this interesting 
description, that the subject may 
be the better understood :— 

Verse 5. diaigeterg drexoviwy there 
are differences of administrations— 
divisions, ministrorum, divisions of 
ministers or servants—xas o curog 
Kupiog and the same Lord. 

Verse 12. For as the body ev 
&g1 18 One, xas EAH EXEs TIOAAM and 
hath many members, and all the 
numbers of that one body, ToAAu 
ovra being many €v ££ down are one 
body, stw xas o ypigog so also the 

rist, who is elsewhere called the 
head of the Church, 

Verse 13. For by one spirit are 
we all baptized into one body, ‘‘ or 
we are all baptized into one and 
the same church, which is the visi- 
ble body of Christ, or the society 
organized by them, and established 
upon the Apostles and prophets, 
Jesus Christ himself being the chief 
corner stone.” 

Verse 14. Kas yap to Cope ovx 
Eciv Ev PEACE MAAG TioAAa. For this 
body (or church) is not one mem- 
ber but many. 

To explain this more clearly and 
to develope the subject more fully, 
a comparison is made between the 
members of this body, the church, 
and the various members of the na- 
tural body. 

Verse 18. Nuvi dé 0 @eog sere 
TH MENA, EV Excgov MUTWY EV TH CoMLET, 
xabug nécAndev. But now hath God 
set the members every one of them 
in the body, as it hath pleased him-~ 
ebero, he hath appointed, establish- 
ed, or ordained, the members eve- 
ry one of them in the body as it 
hath pleased him—And in what 
manner it hath pleased him to do 
this we are informed by what fol- 
lows. 

After this inspired Apostle had 
pursued this comparison of the 
church with a natural body, to ay 
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wnusual length, and with pecaliar 
minuteness of expression he ex- 
plained the figure by saying TLyers 
de ect Cup xpisov ** ye are the body 
of Christ” —xas psrn €x pepous * and 
members in particular,”’ or mem- 
bers ex wépsg individually in par- 
ticular ; Wahl. Lex. : of which the 
church militant constitutes one 
great whole, or body fitly joined 
together, as God eéero hath estab- 
lished or ordained it. 

Verse 28. Kas xs wev cbsro 0 Ocns. 
**And God hath set some ev gy 
exxAnoia in the church,” not in any 
one church in particular, but ev ry 
exxAncia in the church as one body 
collectively—eéero he hath ordain- 
ed or appointed and so established 
x¢ some, certain officers, that no 
human power can change them, and 
these are as follows, TIporov aso- 
Sodous, dure pov xpobnras, tpirov didad- 
xadous, ** first apostles, secondarily 
prophets,thirdly teachers,’’—-three 
several grades or classes of church 
officers, plainly laid down, and nu- 
merically expressed, by a species 
of phraseology found no where 
else, and in this place applicable to 
no other subject—porov amogoAous, 
‘‘ first apostles’*-—The first class 
of officers in the church of God 
were Apostles collectively, as of 
one and the same grade, not admit- 
ting of Peter as the supreme head, 
but all equal in office, whether 
Paul, Barnabas, Epaphroditus, 
James, Cephas, or John. 

This interpretation contains an 
argument fatal to the boasted su- 
premacy of Peter and his succes- 
sors the bishops of Rome, the force 
of which is not easily evaded. To 
say that God hath set in the church 
spotov amosodoug first apostles, and 
then to make one of these Apostles 
superior to all others, is an awful 
departure from the Divine con- 


stitution. By what Divine right 
could Peter have assumed a supre- 
macy, (which he did not pretend 
to,) when the apostles collectively 
were appointed by God himself to 
the first grade in the ministry ? It 
is not xporov Tlerpov, first Peter, but 
mporov amrosodous—first Apostles, and 
that collectively. The name of no 
individual is mentioned, but a class 
of church officers is clearly desig- 
nated, and plainly laid down, and, 
as it were, spread before the un- 
derstandings of all men. 

There is much emphasis in the 
word «porov, as it implies that there 
can be none superior, and that 
there must be some inferior. Is 
there any use to which the word 
sporov can be applied, where it can 
admit of any one superior, in the 
sense in which it is used, and for 
which it is designed to mark a nu- 
merical distinction. It is applica- 
ble to the order of time, place, or 
station, but its application must ne- 
cessarily exclude every thing supe- 
rior to it, in the sense in which it 
is used, so that to say that any thing 
is first, is to say that nothing can 
be of a higher grade. What does 
common sense teach us to be the 
signification of this phrase, but that 
the same sovereign God, who hath 
condescended to build a church, 
hathconstituted or ordained in this 
church «porov arogoAsus, first apos- 
tles ? Common sense by the way 
is no despicable interpreter of the 
word of God. 

Had it been written, God hath 
set some in the Church first Peter, 
second apostles, &c. we mightwell 
enough submit to the supremacy 
that such language would establish. 
But when the word of God, the 
best of all authority, ranks the 
apostles and them collectively in 
the first grade of church officers, 
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there they and their successors 
must remain until a new revelation 
shall abrogate’ or change, that 
which was so firmly and solemnly 
ordained. Emphasis of a peculiar 
kind accompanies this language of 
the Holy Spirit. The expression 
1s not individual, nor is the lan- 
guage vague or ambiguous. The 
church is the subject of explana- 
tion—This is declared to be an es- 
tablished organized body, God is 
acknowledged as its author, it 
comes to us dignified by the appel- 
lation of the body of Christ, and 
ample provision is made for its 
perpetuity and that by God him- 
self—Christ hath said that the gates 
of hell shall not prevail against it— 
and the apostle tells us what was 
set in it for its establishment and 
its preservation—It was not man, 
but God, that set in his church 
mpotov amosodous first apostles, and 
these apostles were men, mere 
earthen vessels, that the excel- 
lency of the power might be of 
God and not of them—When they 
were thus set in the church porov 
first in official grade and station, 
every principle of interpretation 
compels us to assent to this equal- 
ity of office. 

Additional proof of this might be 
adduced from their deportment, 
and their writings, for when the 
first council was held at Jerusalem, 
where St. James exercised his 
apostleship, he presided and gave 
the definitive sentence of the coun- 
cil, and when Peter erred in judg- 
ment and practice, Paul rebuked 
him to his face, because he (was to 
be blamed. 

To Build up, upon a pretended 
superiority of Peter, a supremacy 
for testes of Rome, that the 
divine word does not sanction, is 
an usurpation of authority, that 
mars the beauty and simplicity of 
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that edifice which God hath built 
‘upon the rock Christ Jesus as a 
sure foundation ;” the rock Christ 
Jesus—or upon an indestructible 
foundation, (2 Tim. ii. 19,) or upon 
a sure foundation, (Isaiah xxvi. 
46.) The bistory of the christian 
church has evidence enough, that 
no such supremacy existed in its 
pure and primitive ages, but this 
does not supercede the more clear 
and unanswerable evidence, that 
no such supremacy can exist con- 
sistently with the word of God— 
And unless the Papists can prove, 
that there was no such office in the 
Christian church as that of the 
Apostles, they must submit to the 
conclusion, that all the Apostles 
were placed by God himself, in the 
same official grade, for as they were 
xporov first, and that collectively 
and without distinction, there is no 
way by which a superiority for Pe- 
ter can be claimed over the others, 
and if not for Peter as an individual, 
much less can this be done for the 
bishop of Rome as his successor. 

To evince the sacred nature of 
the apostolic office, it need not be 
considered in any other sense, than 
as the words by St. Paul reveal it 
to us, the «porcy first in the church 
of Christ, ‘‘ which is the pillar and 
ground of the truth.” 

The lives and the writings of the 
Apostles themselves, are evidences 
of the duties attached to their offi- 
ce, from which it may be shown, 
that as ordinary officers in the 
church, they were constituted and 
sent to constitute and send others, 
and thus to perpetuate through 
their successors a series of regular 
ambassadors for Christ, until the 
church militant shall yield to that 
which is triumphant. 

The present inquiry does not 
lead to the consideration of the le- 


gitimate successors of the Apostles, 
7 
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but it may be kept in mind, that as 
Christ commissioned the Apostles 
to commission others, and as they 
performed this in every instance 
recorded in the word of God, from 
them as ordaining officers must be 
derived all official right to perform 
the sacred duties of the ministry. 

As there is evidence that God 
hath a Church, and that in this 
church he hath set Tporov cemogoAous 
first apostles, it is our reasonable 
duty to assent to the fact, and to 
say that these officers must remain 
until they are abrogated by the 
same power that established them 
there at first. 

The same sovereign God who 
hath set in the church -porov aro- 
soAoug first apostles, séero hath set or 
ordained deurepev apopytas seconda- 
rily prophets—a grade in the minis- 
try subordinate to that of the apos- 
tles. 

The word apopyrag prophets, 
has two significations as it is used 
in the holy scriptures. Sometimes 
it denotes a person who predicts 
future events, and nothing more— 
at other times it denotes an officer 
in the Christian church, whose du- 
ty it is to explain or proclaim the 
word of God, without any peculiar 
reference to the prediction of fu- 
ture events. Dr. Clark says, “that 
in one sense it implies the faculty 
of teaching or expounding the 
- scriptures, which is a common ac- 
ceptation of the word.” In its ge- 
neral acceptation,it denotes a teach- 
er sent by God, and it may as well 
relate to the person who explains 
what has been revealed, as to him 
who declares a new revelation or 
prediction of what is to be accom- 
plished—In the passage under con- 
sideration it signifies that office in 
the christian church to which ina 
peculiar manner is attached the 
duty of unfolding and explaining 


the truths of God’s word already 
revealed—-In the -am» sense the 
term i3 used, 1 Cor. 14, 29, ‘* Let 
the prophets speak two or three 
and let the others judge’—Of 
what could the others judge, had 
these prophets predicted future 
events? To understand and to be- 
lieve would have been the extent 
of their duty in such a case: Acts 
xiii. 1. ‘* Now there were in the 
church that was at Antioch cer‘ain 
prophets and teachers who minis- 
tered to the Lord and fasted,”’ and 
of the number mentioned were 
Barnabas and Saul, who were not 
yet ordained to the apostolic office, 
but were probably of the second 
grade here styled prophets. 

Acts xv. 32. ‘* And Judas and Si- 
las being prophets also themselves, 
exhorted the brethren with many 
words and confirmed them : Eph. ii. 
20. ‘* And are built upon the apos- 
tles and prophets, Jesus Christ him- 
self being the chief corner stone: 
Eph. iv. if. And he gave some 
apostles and some prophets and 
some evangelists and some pastors 
and teachers—lIn this sense of the 
word, the prophets constituted a 
standing order in the ministry, not 
always called by that name, but al- 
ways dsurspov second to the apos- 
tles. St. Paul has informed us how 
God hath set in the church not only 
Bporov arogodoug first apostles, but 
also devrepov wpofyras secondarily 
prophets, men with authority to 
explain and enforce the doctrines 
and duties of divine revelation— 
Nor is it any argument against this 
interpretation, that the men of this 
official grade are someti called 
by other names, for thereis not a 
single office in the christian church 
that is not called by more thm one 
appellation—-Even our Saviour him- 
self and his apostles are called by 
different names, in different places 








—It is sufficient, 
place where the 


of holy scriptur 
that we have db 
several officers of the Christian 
church are plainly and numerically 
expressed. 

T pitov didatxadoug ‘‘ thirdly tea- 
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chers’’ are mentioned, and that not 
incidentally, but, as an established 
order in the Christian ministry. 
The phrase ¢dero o Ocog, ** God 
hath set,” is to be understood, and 
is as applicable to rpirov didacxadous 
thirdly teachers, a8 to «porov aso- 
sodoug first apostles, or to deurepov 
wipopnrag secondarily prophets. © 
@zo0¢ the God, is the agent, and 
séero set, appointed, established, or 
ordained, is the attribute to each 
particular subject, and what is pe- 


culiar to this passage, they are all ' 


numerically expressed. The word 
Owacxaros teacher, is used in the 
same sense, Acts xiii. 1. ‘* Now 
there were in the church that was 
at Antioch, certain prophets and 
ddacxaros teachers.” This is a 
plain exhibition of the third office 
in the Christian ministry, which is 
not always called by this name, but 
wherever it is mentioned, it is men- 
tioned as in a station inferior to the 
two that precede it in this enumera- 
tion. ‘ 

The passage ‘‘ God hathset some 
in the church first apostles, second- 
arily prophets, and thirdly teach- 
ers,’ answers to all the arguments 
mentioned én the introductory part 
of this treatise, and it may be con- 
sidered the magna charta,the great 
chart of the Christian church. The 
description, though concise, is full, 
clear, and without any ambiguity, 
and the language or phraseology is 
specific, and peculiarly emphatical 
by its numerical expression of 
mporov, Oevrépov, xou rpirov, first, se- 
cond, and third. 

What sense can it have, if not 
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the one given fo it in this interpre- 
tation? The holy penman never 
placed it there to signify nothing. 
A sacred and holy signification at- 
tended the inspired writer, and it 
has been my object to ascertain 
that signification. If I have done 
this, I am thankful, if not, a grate- 
ful acknowledgement will be made 
to any man who will give me a 
correct explanation of this passage. 
It is not victory, but truth, that has 
induced me to examine this subject 
with something of diligence and at- 
tention. The honest inquirer after 
gospe! truth, feels no disposition to 
bend it to his prejudices, but rather 
to yield his prejudices to the word 
of Ged. 

After the Apostle had laid down 
the plan which God gave him of 
the church and its ministry, asa 
permanent society, he changed his 
phraseology, and discontinued the 
numerical distinctions. 

emcira duvaucis, &c. after that 
miracles, &c. The word ‘asta 
marks the distinction between what 
precedes and what follows it, more 
clearly than any English word that 
I can name—It is translated by the 
Latin words, deinde, postea, tunc, 
and denotes afterward, as not ne- 
cessarily connected, so but that a 
marked difference is perceptible. 

This difference is rather desig- 
nated by the word itself—Per- 
manency as well as different gra- 
dation of office is implied in passa- 
ges connected by the numerical 
expression, whereas the following 
phraseology implies, (what harmo- 
nizes with experience, ) that mira- 
culous powers, though set in the 
church by God himself, must ter- 
minate as soon as extraordinary in- 
spiration should terminate. 

I have now given an explanation 
of this important passage of sacred 
scripture, in the examination of 
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which the design of the holy pen- 
man has been kept in view. In- 
fallibility is not pretended— But the 
subject has been examined with a 
single eye to the truth, and the glo- 
ry of God and his church. 

That there is now a society of 
God built upon this gospel plan, 
may be the subject of a future es- 
say, but that the church universal 
ought to be so built, is evident from 
the word of God, who himself hath 
Jaid the foundation. 

A candid and critical examina- 
tion of this great charter of the 
christian church, leads us to the 
conclusion that three orders in the 
ministry of the church were estab- 
lished by God himself, and we have 
no evidence that this charter has 
been changed by God, or that it 
may be changed by man. Human 
convenience or fancy presents but 
a poor plea, for any alteration of a 
Divine establishment. Men may 
change names, for they have the 
example of inspired men for this, 
but offices they may not change, as 
they have no example that will au- 
thorize any innovation of the char- 
ter that God hath set in his church. 
They who examine this subject 
will see ample reason to venerate 
that building of God. What was 
established and still remains fixed 
upon this gospel foundation. 

TyNDAL. 


—— 


MISCELLANEOUS SELECTIONS. 


For the Churchman’s Magazine. 


Dr. Franklin has been univer- 
sally admired as a philosopher and 
statesman. Perhaps no American 
has ever lived whose sentiments 
have had greater weight and influ- 
ence than his. He has left very 
little upon record in regard to his 
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opinions on the gulject of religios. 
The religious will set a high 
value on every fragment which 
will throw light on this part of his 
character. We have been much 
interested in the following extract 
from a letter addressed by him to 
his daughter, Mrs. Richard Bache, 
dated in Nov. 1764, published in 
the Repertory from the London 
Monthly Magazine and Review for 
Aug. 1825. The sentiments ex- 
pressed in this extract are very 
just : 


** Go constantly to church, who- 
ever preaches. Theact of devotion 
in the Common Prayerbook is your 
principal business there, and, if 
properly attended to, will do more 
towards amending the heart than 
sermons generally can do. For 
they were composed by men of 
much greater piety and wisdom 
than our common composers of 
sermons can pretend to be ; and 
therefore I wish that you would 
never miss the prayer days: yet 
I do not mean that you should de- 
spise sermons, even of the preach- 
ers you dislike, for the discourse 
is often much better than the man, 
as sweet and clear waters come 
through very dirty earth. I am 
the more particular on this head, 
as you seemed to express, a little 
before I came away, some inclina- 
tion to leave our Church, which I 
would not have youdo.” G. 


The character of distinguished 
individuals is always rendered 
more attractive by the purity of 
their religious opinions and prac- 
tice. In the various departments of 
literatare Dr. Johnson has scarcely 
had an equal. His resolutions for 
the just observance of the Sabbath, 
adopted for his own practice, are 











































such as may be easily performed, 
and when strictly observed must 
exert a salutary influence. Who- 
ever will comply with these rules, 
we do not hesitate to say, will sanc- 
tify the sabbath and find the Lord’s 
day a delight. 


‘1. To rise early ; and in order 
to do it, to go to sleep early on Sa- 
turday. 

‘*2. To use some extraordinary 
devotion in the morning. 

‘3. To examine the tenor of 
my life, and particularly the last 
week ; and to mark my advances 
in religion, or recession from it. 

‘4. To read the Scriptures me- 
thodically, with such helps as are 
at hand. 

** 5. To go to church twice. 

‘**6. To read books of divinity, 
either speculative or practical. 

‘*7. To instruct my family. 

‘8. To wear off by meditation 
any worldly soil contracted in the 
week.” 

Such were the resolutions of 
him whose intellectual powers 
have made him the most illustrious 
ornament of the literary world. 





The Forms of the Romish Faith 
are made to captivate the imagina- 
tion—glittering altars ; the fumes of 
censers ; pictures where the pencil 
has fixed its finest memories of Ital- 
ian beauty in the form of spirit and 
angel; even the loftiness and mas- 
sive grandeur of the architecture, 
are of themselves enough to lift 
the worshipper beyond the low and 
chilling realities of life. But of all 
moments, the most impressive is, 
when the grand ceremony is past 
—when the multitude of worship- 
pers have scattered away, and the 
whole temple is left to a few, kneel- 
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ing silently and distant, like beings 
whom the world has forsaken, and 
who remain to cling to the last hope 
of the wounded spirit, with but a 
solitary priest at a remote altar, 
carrying on the service in.a iow 
tone, and as if there were none to 
see or hear but the souls of the 
pale martyrs in the shrines around 
him. All this worship is to the 
imagination—the heart requires a 
loftier impulse, and is not to be ex- 
alted on the smoke of the censer, 
or the chaunt of priest or organ. 
He that is a spirit, must be wor- 
shipped in the spirit; yet to the 
unaccustomed eye, there is feeling, 
a solemn beauty, and a strong mas- 
tery of mind, in this gorgeous com- 
pound of heathen pomp and christ- 
ian prostration. It has lived long 
and triumphed widely— it shall pe- 
rish like that on whose altars its 
fires are lighted,and the world shall 
rejoice ; but men shall long speak 
of it, as the richest device of the 
workings of man’s mind. 





Purity of principle and genius. 
—The powers of the imagination, 
and the strength of the judgment 
are intimately connected with pu- 
rity of principle. It is far from 
being true, that genius and licen- 
tiousness are natural allies: the 
indirectness of a man’s views will 
either weaken the operations of hi¢ 
mind, or confine his exertions te 
short and uncertain sallies ; whilst 
a due cultivation of benevolent 
feelings,pure morality ,and religious 
sentiments, will invigorate all the 
mental faculties, and support them 
in an elevated and continued = 

“ A.B. 





Thee sptrit of Christianity noi 
gloomy.—How erring is that min¢c 
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which conceives its religion to be 
gloomy, and denies to human na- 
ture every source of enjoyment! 
The true spirit of Christianity is 
animated and lively : lively in hope, 
and animated by the blessings which 
Providence has dispensed to mor- 
tals. Habitual gloom is unnatural, 
and, if extended, would deprive 
mankind of the benefit of all those 
exertions which are necessary for 
the welfare of society. Joy, hope, 
and faith are the best tokens of gra- 
titade for the gifts of an all wise 
Providence, who assuredly desires 


the happiness of his creatures. 
A. B. 


There are few men so fortunate 
as to pass any considerable part 
of their life free from some degree 
of reproach. A burst of applause 
may be general, but universal ap- 
probation cannot be long retained. 
The violence of enemies is an evi- 
dence of some degree of worth and 
greatness ; that evidence receives 
the confirmation of truth by the af- 
fection and esteem of friends. The 
purest character may be aspersed, 
but the aspersion cannot destroy. 
He, whose character sustains the 
assaults of enemies, deserves much 
credit, and will be found to possess 
a firmness and independence of 
mind, and a steadiness of principle 
which merit the confidence of his 
friends. 1 have somewhere seen 
the following sentiment, and that it 
is a just one [ am persuaded by my 
own observations: ‘* There is al- 
ways something great in that man 
against whom the world exclaims, 
at whom every one throws a stone, 
and on whose character all attempt 
to fix a thousand crimes without be- 
ing able to prove one.” * 


A. B. 


Review of Modern Universalism. 


REVIEW. 
For the Churchman’s Magazine. 


Review of remarks on the distin- 
guishing doctrine of modern Uni- 
versalism, which teaches that 
there is no Hell and no punish- 
ment for the wicked after death. 
By Adam Empie, A.M. Rector 
of St. James’ Church, Wilming- 
ton, NV. Carolina. New-York : 
T. & J. Swords, 1825. 


(Concluded from*page 25.) 


In our last we took a brief view 
of the argument as drawn from 
Reason and the nature of the case. 
It now remains for us to notice the 
state of the question when brought 
to the test of the scriptures : this 
comprises the 2d division of the 
work ; and also to notice the an- 
swers to the main arguments in fa- 
vour of Universal Salvation, which 
comprises the 3d division. 

The argument from scripture 
though brief, is yet clear and full, 
and amply sufficient to convince 
any one whose will and prejudices 
do not place him beyond the reach 
of conviction. In justice to the 
author, and to the subject, we 
should most willingly extract near- 
ly the whole of it as it stands, did 
our limits allow. The author states 
in the first place, what the argu- 
ment of the Universalist from scrip-" 
ture is, and then proceeds to show 
that it cannot possibly be true. We 
select the following :— 

“The Universalist argument from 
scripture is as follows. The scriptures 
do not threaten punishment after death. 
The orthodox argument to prove future 
punishment, is built upon those passa- 
ges in which the word hell is found ; 
and those in which the word everlasting 
is connected with threatened punish- 
ment. But none of those passages 
prove this doctrine. For the words 
translated hell are, in the Old Testa- 
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ment, Shoel, and in the New, Hades and 
Gehenna. But shoel, a Hebrew word, 
only signifies the grave, the invisible 
word. or the place of departed spirits ; 
Hades, a Greek term, has precisely the 
same meaning; and Gehenna, a He- 
brew-Greek word, was only a place 
of temporary punishment. None of 
these words then can prove punishment 
after death. And the word everlasting 
only signifies age-lasting, or continuing 
as long as life; and therefore cannot 
be brought to prove future punishment 
in another world. Besides which, ma- 
hy passages promise future happiness 
to the whole human race. We deny 
therefore, that there will be any pun- 
ishment after death; and we believe 
that every soul of man will hereafter 
go to heaven. For the wicked are 
judged on earth, and the only punish- 
meat they suffer is in this world. 

‘* Here we remark, in the first place, 
that as far as futwre punishment is con- 
cerned, the above argument is negative, 
and cannot disprove it. Grant, even 
for a moment, that the argument is 
sound ; still it only shows that those 
passages in which the words hell and 
everlasting are found do not prove the 
dectrine of future punishment. It does 
not show that this doctrine is not re- 
vealed in scripture: for, even if the 
above-mentioned passages do not prove 
it, other passages may. Grant then, 
Sor the present, that the above argu- 
ment is solid. For argument sake, we 
will give up all those passages in which 
the words hell and everlasting are 
found. We admit, if you please, they 
prove nothing in our favour. It is 
manifest ihey prove nothing against us. 
They do net bring a particle of direct 
evidence in support of Universalism.— 
They leave both sides of the subject 
then, just where they stood before : and 
the matter must be decided by other 
arguments and other passages. The 
whole argument of the Universalist 
from these passages, furnishes not the 
slightest probability against the doc- 
trine of future punishment. Though 
the Universalist should demolish all 
these passages, he still has not touched 
that doctrine: and he is guilty, there- 
fore, of begging the question from be- 
ginning to end. 

“ Laying then these passages aside 


for a moment, we undertake to prove 
the dectrine of future and enojess pun- 
ishment from other parts of holy writ.” 
pp. 61, 63. 


The author here states ‘* all that 
is essential to the orthodox view of 
future punishment, (for that doc- 
trine is frequently misrepresented, 
for the purpose of making it ap- 
pear odious and improbable,)”’ and 
then proceeds :— 


‘s Now, that all who die in their 
wickedness will thus be punished bhere- 
after, is manifest,in the first place,from 
this, that, from the very beginning till 
the end of scripture, pardon, salvation, 
and eternal life, are promised upon cer- 
tain conditions: and God expressiy and 
repeatedly declares, that those who do 
not comply with these conditions, cannot 
be pardoned, saved, or admitted to eter- 
nal lifeand happiness. But if they are 
not saved, or admitted to eternal life 
and happiness, they are necessarily pu- 
nished.” 

‘* 1st. God promises salvation and 
eternal life to those that believe—that 
is, to those who have faith: and he 
threatens those who do not believe,with 
damnation. Hear his own words: 
Without faith it is impossible to please 
God.* He that believeth and is bap- 
tized shall be saved; but he that be- 
lieveth not shall be damned.¢ The 
unbelieving shall have their portion in 
the lake which burneth with fire and 
brimstone ; which is the second death.j 
The gospel is the power of God unto 
salvation to every one that believeth, 
if he remember and obey tt ; otherwise 
he believes in vain. Those that perish 
receive not the love of the truth that 
they might be saved. For this cause, 
{that is, because they hate the truth,) 
God sends them strong delusion, that 
they should believe a lie: that those 
who believed not the truth,but had plea- 
sure in unrighteousness, might all be 
damned.|| My sheep hear my voice, 
and I give unto them eternal life; and 
they shall never perish. Ye believe 


* Heb. xi. 6. +t Mark xvi 16 
t Rev. xxi. 8. 

§ Rom. i. 16. and 1 Cor. xy. 2. 

} 2 Thess. ii. 
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not because ye are not of my sheep.— 
W hosoever liveth and believeth ip me, 
shall never die. But if ye believe not 
in me, ye shail die in yoursins. He 
that believeth on the Son, hath ever- 
lasting life, and I will raise him up at 
‘the last day. He that believeth not 
the Son shall not see life, but the wrath 
of God abideth on him.* We should 
like to know how the Universalist doc- 
trine can possibly stand before such 
passages !” p. 64. 

* 2dly. Pardon, salvation, and eter- 
nal life are promised on condition of re- 
pentance ; and those who do not repent, 
are threatened with endless ruin.— 
Repent, and turn yourselves from all 
your transgressions; so iniquity shall 
not be your ruin.t In the same style, 
the Saviour addressed the Jews: Ex- 
cept ye repent ye shall all perish.{ 
Thus also the Apostles preached: Re- 
pent, and be converted, that your sins 
may be blotted out. And St. Paul de- 
clares in his speech before Agrippa :|| 
that God sent him to the Gentiles to 
open their eyes, and to turn them from 
darkness to light, and from the power 
of Satan unto God, in order that they 
might receive forgiveness of sins, and 
an inheritance among those who are 
sanctified through faith in Christ. And 
he declares further, that for this very 
purpose, he taught beth Jews and Gen- 
tiles, that they must repent and turn to 
God, and do works meet for repent- 
ance. ‘St. Peter also says,’ that God 
is long-suffering towards sinners, be- 
cause he is not willing that any should 
perish, but that all should come to re- 
pentance : and St.Paul declares,** that 
the impenitent treasure up to them- 
selves wrath against the day of wrath 
—that day when God shall judge the 
secrets of men according to the gospel. 
If these things be so, how can those 
who die impenitent possibly be saved 
hereafter ? " 

** Sdly. Pardon, salvation, and eter- 
nal life, are promised on condition of 
our being converted or turned from the 
love and practice of sin, to the love 
and practice of holiness: while on the 


* John iii. vi. viii. and x. 

+ Ezek. xviii. 30. t Luke xiii. 3. 
§ Acts iii. 19. || Acts xxvi. 

7 2 Pet. iii. 9. ** Rom. ii. 5, &c. 
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other hand, scripture declares, tiat 
those who are not converted, shall die, 
not the first, but the second death ; and 
therefore be shut out of the kingdom 
of heaven. Hear its words: Except 
ye be converted, ye shall not enter the 
kingdom of heaven.* This people's 
beart is waxed gross, and their eyes 
have they closed; lest they should be 
converted, and their sins should be for- 
given them. Let the wicked forsake 
his way, and the unrighteous man his 
thoughts; and let him vetura unto the 
Lord, and he will have mercy upon 
him; and abundantly pardon him. If 
thou warn the wicked, and he turn not 
from his wickedness, he shall die in his 
iniquity: and when a righteous man 
doth turn from his righteousness, and 
committeth iniquity, he shall die in his 
sins, and his righteousness shall net be 
remembered. But if thou warn the 
righteous, and he doth not sin, he shall 
surely live. Again—If aman be just, 
and do that which is lawful and nght, 
he shall surely live; if not, he shall 
surely die. The soul that sinneth, it 
shall die. Butif the wicked turn from 
all his sins, he shall surely live; he shall 
not die, he shall save his soul alive. As 
I live, I have no pleasure in the death 
of the wicked, saith the Lord; where- 
fore, turn yourselves and live ye--Turn 
ye from your evil ways, for why will ye 
die, O house cf Israel ? 

‘** Here God declares that he cannot 
pardon,or have mercy, unless they turn 
or are converted. How then can they 
be saved without conversion? Here 
God declares the ungodly shall die.— 
This cannot mean that they shall die a 
natural death, because the righteous as 
well as the wicked must die this death. 
Nor can it mean that they shall die spz- 
ritually, for being wicked, they are al- 
ready spiritually dead ; and the punish- 
ment here threatened is something fu- 
ture,—they shall dic, sometime hereaf- 
ter. Besides, this death of the wicked 
is put in contrast with the life of the 
righteous ; and as the life of the right- 
eous necessarily means eternal life and 
happinese in another world, the death 
must necessarily mean the reverse of 


* Matt. xviii. 3 xiii. 15. Mark iv. 


12. Isa. ly. 7. 
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this, viz. eternal death. What else 
then can death mean, but that future 
punishment which takes place after the 
dissolution of soul and body—which 
the apostle calls the second death * a 
death that comes after the first death.” 

‘‘ Sthly, Eternal salvation is promis- 
ed on condition of obedience to God's 
commandments; while the disobedient 
are threatened with exclusion from 
heaven and happiness. Hear the scrip- 
ture proof of this: 

** Not every one that saith unto me, 
Lord, Lord, shall enter into the king- 
dom of heaven; but he that doeth the 
will of my Father which is in heaven. 
If thou wilt enter into life, keep the 
commandments. Not the hearers of 
the law, but the doers of the law shall 
be justified before Gog. Blessed are 
they that do his commandments, that 
they may have a right tothe tree of life. 
If a man keep my sayings, he shall ne- 
ver see death. Christ is the author of 
elernal salvation unto all them that obey 
him. When the Lord Jesus shall come 
to be glorified in his saints,and admired 
in all them that believe, he shall be re- 
vealed from heaven with his mighty 
angels, to take vengeance with flaming 
fire, on them that know not God, and 
obey not the gospel.+ If then the right- 
eous scarcely be saved, where shall 
the sinner and the ungodly appear ?— 
And if the preceding declarations be 
true, what becomes of the doctrine of 
the Universalist ? 

‘*¢ 5thly. Heaven and eternal bappi- 
ness are promised on condition of holi- 
ness, while the ungodly are cut off from 
all hope beyond the grave. Hear the 
scripture proof of this also :—Follow 
after holiness, without which no man 
shall see the Lord. When ye were the 
servants of sin, what fruit had ye ino 
those things of which ye are now asha- 
med? for the end of those things is 
death. But now, being made free from 
sin, and become servants to God, ye 
have your fruit unto holiness, and the 
end, everlasting life. For the wages of 
sin is death, but the gift of God is eter- 
nal life, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 


* Rey. ii. XX. xxi. xxii. 
t Matt. vii. 21. xix.17. Rom. ii, 13. 
Rey. xxii. 14. John viii. 51. Heb. v. 9. 
2 Thess. 1. 
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Be not deceived ; God is not mocked ; 
whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he 
also reap. For he that soweth to his 
flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption ; 
but he that soweth to the spirit, shal! 
of the spirit reap life everlasting. It 
ye live afler the flesh, ye shall die: but 
if ye through the spirit do mortify the 
deeds of the body, ye shall live. The 
wicked is driven away in bis wicked- 
ness ; but the righteous hath hope in his 
death.* Now if none can see God, 
without holiness—if the end of sin is 
death, and the end of holiness ever- 
lasting life—-and none but the right- 
eous have hope in death, is not the doc- 
trine of the Universalist unscriptural 
and false ? 

‘‘ It appears then from the preceding 
passages, that eternal life and happi- 
ness are promised upon the conditions 
of our believing, repenting of our sins, 
turning to God witb all our hearts, 
obeying his commandments, and lead- 
ing a holy life—and it appears further, 
that those who do not perform these 
conditions, have no hope beyond the 
grave, but are cut off from the heav- 
enly inheritance--the wrath of God 
abideth on them—and they iacur eter- 
naldeath. But the Universalist doc- 
trine contradicts all this. For it de- 
mies that there are any gonditions of 
salvation; and declares that all shall 
be saved and enjoy etergal life. whe- 
ther they believe, repent, Obey [in this 
life,} and are holy, or not. Univer- 
salism then does directly contradict the 
scriptures; and it is therefore impossi- 
ble that it should be true—it must ne- 
cessarily be false.” pp. 66,67, 68, & 69. 


Afier the same manner, and to 
a considerable length, are other 
miscellaneous passages adduced, 
interspersed with such remarks as 
render the preceding reasoning 
still more unanswerably conclu- 


sive. And from the whole, the ar- 
gument from scripture is shown to 
be as universally triumphant, as 
that from reason and experience.— 
As a specimen of the latter, we ad- 
duce the following :— 


* Heb. xii. 14. Rom. vi. 20. Gal. vi. 
7. Rom. viii. 13. Prov. xiv, 32. 
g 
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“‘Except your righteousness shall 
exceed the righteousness of the Scribes 
and Pharisees, ye shall in no case enter 
into the kingdom of heaven. Except 
ye be converted, and become as little 
children, ye shall not enter into the 
kingdom of heaven. Know ye not, 
that the unrighteous shall not enter in- 
to the kingdom of God? Be not de- 
ceived; neither fornicators, nor idola- 
tors, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, 
nor abusers of themselves with man- 
kind, nor thieves, nor covetous, nor 
drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortion- 
ers, shall inherit the kingdom of God. 
The works of the flesh are manifest, 
which are these, adultery, fornication, 
uncleanness, lasciviousness, idolatry, 
witchcraft, hatred, variance, emula- 
tions. wrath, strife, seditions, heresies, 
envyings, murders, drunkenness, re- 
vellings, and such like; of the which I 
tell you before, as I have also told you 
in time past, that they which do such 
things, shall not inherit the kingdom of 
God. No whoremonger, nor unclean 
person, nor covetous man who isan 
idolator, hath any inheritance in the 
kingdom of God and of Christ.”* 


On these passages the author 
remarks : 


‘¢] knowspf no sophistry that can 
elude the force of the above passages. 
Let it not be@said, that the kingdom of 
God sometimes signifies the visible 
church on earth. It cannot have that 
meaning in the above passages, be- 
cause io that sense they would not be 
true. Alli the above mentioned sinners 
are found in the visible church on 
earth. There the tares and wheat grow 
together. If then they are shut out 
from the kingdom of heaven, it must 
be in avother world. Letit not be 
said, the kingdom of God means true 
religion in the heart ; and that the fore- 
going only mean that the wicked can- 
not enjoy true religion. This cannot 
be its meaning, because it reduces 
these passages to the level of pompous 
trifles. They assert, what no body 
ever doubted, and what need net have 
been asserted at all, because common 


* Mait. v. 20. Mark x.15. Mark x. 
23, 24, 25. 1 Cor. vi. 9, 10. Gal. Vv. 19, 
2, 21. Eph. v. 5. 


Review of Modern Universalism. 


sense and experience teach this to eve- 
ry body. This cannot be its meaning, 
for it is inconsistent with good sense.— 
Was the declaration the wicked shala 
not see, that is, experience or enjoy the 
kingdom of God, this interpretation 
might be more plausible. But the word 
in numerous passages is, enter ; and: it 
is nezt to nonsense to say, the wicked 
shall not enter into the religion of their 
own hearts. But lastly. this cannot be 
the meaning of the phrase, kingdom of 
heaven ; because the primitive chris- 
tians certainly best understeod the mean- 
ing of this phrase ; and they uniformly 
interpreted the above passages, in the 
same sense we have interpreted them.— 
It was impossible for them to be mis- 
taken on so important a point, as we 
have already preved; and therefore it 
is imposible that the above gloss of the 
Universalist should be true. On the 
contrary, these passages prove the uni- 
versalist doctrine to be unscriptura! 
and false.” pp. 87, 88. 


In the third and last division, the 
author examines and answers the 
main arguments usnally brought in 
favour of Universalism. This he 
does in aconcise, yet clear and for- 
cible manner. He writes as one 
well acquainted with the subject in 
all its bearings, and acting under the 
influence of those sacred truths 
which he so ably defends. As a 
specimen of the manner, that the 
reader may form some idea how 
the rest of this part of the work is 
executed, we adduce the follow- 
ing :— 

‘¢ The main argument of the Univer- 
salist is sophistical and vain, and does 
not support his doctrine, because it is 
built upon doubtful passages—or sach 
as have equivocal words in them, and 
admit of two different interpretations. 
This is eminently the case with their 
master-ar, about hell. They as- 
sert, that in no passage of the Scripture 
does hell mean, either a place of future 
punishment, or a state of future punish- 
ment; and therefore, as though there 
was nothing else in Scripture upon the 
subject, they hastily conclude that the 
doctrine of future punishment has no 
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foundation in-the word of God. We 
have already proved that this conclu- 
sion is not true, and that the doctrine 
ef future punishment is abundantly es- 
tablished by other passages of Scrip- 
ture. But our concern at present is 
with their argument about the word 
hell. What reasons do they give for 
asserting that those passages in which 
the word hell is found, furnish no foun- 
dation or sufficient cause for believing, 
either in a place or state of future pun- 
ishment? Their argument is this:— 
Skeol, of the Old, and Hades, of the 
New Testament, beth translated Aed/, 
mean only the invisible world, or place 
of departed spirits; and they cannot 
therefore be brought to prove a place 
or state of future punishment. Gehenna 
too,another word translated hell, means 
only the valley of Hinnom, a place of 
punishment and corruption in this 
world; and it cannot therefore be 
brought to prove the doctrine of pun- 
ishment in the next world. Answer: 
Oar object at present is not to examine 
the scripture meaning of these words,* 
bat merely to show that the reasoning 
of the Universalist is fallacious, and 
proves nothing in his favour. Let it 
be remembered too, that the above ar- 
gument is negative, and not positive. 
Even if sound and unanswerable, it 
does not disprove the doctrive of fu- 
ture punishment; it does not furnish 
the slightest probability against it ; it 
only proves that those passages in 
which the word hell is found, do not 
support or render that doctrine pro- 
bable : it only proves that those passa- 
ges have nothing to do with future pun- 
ishment; and that when the orthodox 
quote them in support of this doctrine, 
they quote what is irrelevant. We 
“deny, however, that the above argu- 
ment of the Universalist is sound; we 
assert that his reasoning is fallacious, 
and of no force. We admit that the 
original words, translated hell, do not 
always mean a place of future punish- 
ment; but we assert that, ia many pas- 
sages, they do have that meaping.— 
And the false reasoning of which we 
complain consists in this :—Because, 
iu some passages, the original words do 


* Thishe does fully in another part of 
the work. 


not mean a place or state of future pun- 
ishmeot, therefore, says the Universal- 
ist, they never have this meaning in any 
passages: and bence he is led to do 
violence to large portions of scrip- 
ture, in ordér to force them into ssme 
meaning consistent with his own doc- 
trine. This we shall prove presently. 
We here remark, that this is unfair, 
unjustifiable, and false reasoning, be- 
cause ut lakes for granted the very thing 
that is to be proved. The Universalist 
will admit, that if the doctrine of future 
punishment be true, some of those pas- 
sages in which the word hell is found, 
oyght to be, and must necessarily be 
understood, as directly or indirectly 
teaching that doctrine. These passa- 
ges then, in his view, admit of two dif- 
ferent senses. Then, at best, they 
must be regarded, on both sides, as 
doubtful passages : and then, according 
to a grand rule of criticism and inter- 
pretation, neither party should redy on 
them as proof; but they should be set 
aside as neutrals, until one side or the 
other is, from reason and scripture uni- 
ted, proved to be true, or proved to 
have the highest probability in its fa- 
vour. Now we have already, not from 
doubtful passages of scripture, but 
from such as admit but one meaning, 
brought overwhelming evidence to 
prove the doctrine of future punisb- 
ment; and having proved this doc- 
trine, we are authorized, and even obli- 
ged, to consider many of those passa- 
ges which speak of hell, as teaching 
this same doctrine. 

‘“‘The Universalist reasoning to the 
contrary, therefore, is false reasoning, 
and such as leads to dangerous conse- 
quences. By this mode of reasoning 
any thing may be proved—by this mode 
of reasoning we can never arrive at 
truth, but must inevitably fall from er- 
ror to error. This kind of reasoning 
is the main support of all error and 
heresy. It forms its conclusions after 
considering only a part of scripture, 
instead of waiting till it has inpartial- 
ly, prayerfully, and in the fear of God, 
examined the whole. It inquires what 
nature and unassisted reason teach, in- 
stead of inquiring what revelation 
teaches. It appeals to fancy instead 
of fact. It violates the ordinary rules 
of grammar, criticism, and interpre 
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tation. It argues and decides as tho’ 
reason instead of revelation were par- 
amount. It inquires not what is, upon 
the whole, taking every thing into ac- 
count, the most probable—which is the 
only equitable and possible mode of 
coming to just and safe conclusions. — 

But it inquires-—Is not such an inter- 

pretation possible? Is not such a word, 

phrase, or passage, independently con- 

sidered, capable of such a meaning ? 

and thus builds its adventurous conclu- 

sions u»on peradventures and possibil- 

ities.” pp. 112, 114. 



























































We have already exceeded the 
limits set for our observations upon 
this work, but we are tempted to 
make one extract more. In con- 
clusion the author says :— 



































‘* Throughout the whole it has been 
our objeet to reduce our argument, as 
nearly as possible, to a mathematical 
demonstration.” ‘It is physically im- 
possible to prove that Universalism is 
agreeable to scripture; as well might 
darkness be proved to be light. We 
would therefore, most earnestly and 
importunately address those who have 
been unfortunate enough to embrace 
its errors.” ‘* Examine the ground on 
which you stand, and escape from So- 
dom to Zoar. Remember, if even 
Universalism be true, you are equally 
safe though you disbelieve it: but if it 
be false, as it has been proved to be— 
aud if you yield to its influence upon 
your heart and life, as all will naturally 
be inclined, and as many have already 
been known to do—you will ruin your- 
self, soul and body, forever. If this 
system of doctrine then appear plausi- 
ble to you, it is only because you fancy 
or wish it to be true ; and not because 
there is any evidence of its truth. Do 
not then deceive yourself, we beseecb 
you. Awake from your reveries and 
false security, and attend to the things 
which belong to your everlasting 
peace, before death closes the door of 
mercy and seals your doom forever !— 
Rely upon it, eternal -rewards and pun- 
ishments are substantial realities, whe- 
ther you believe them to be so or not. 

By shutting your eyes against them, 
your danger is not in the least lessened, 
but greatly increased. The period is 
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approaching, when you’ must be tho- 
roughly awakened from your delusive 
dreams. The solemn scenes of eternity 
will draw the curtain aside, and open 
upon your astonished mind those awful 
realities which made Felix and Bel- 
shazzar tremble; and which will more 
terribly shock the souls of the guilty, 
when truth can no longer be resisted, 
and when the fires of the judgment- 
day will carry conviction to the heart 
of every incorrigible impenitent. To 
day, therefore, while it is called today, 
harden not your hearts.” 


This is closing as every work of 
this kind should. Every portion 
of divine truth when clearly pro- 
ved should be made to appeal to 
the heart of every hearer or read- 
er. All attempts short of this are 
incomplete. ‘* All convictions not 
transferred from the understanding 
to the affections, and not pressed 
home upon the conscience, are 
mere shadow and sound.” 


“ They play about the head, but come 
not near the heart.” 


And our principal fear in this 
notice has been, that what we 
should say, would not be such as 
to leave that impression on the 
mind, which justice to the author, 
but above all to the subject, would 
seem to require. The view we 
have here given is but a faint 
sketch of the work itself. There- 
fore we hope that no one will 
be satisfied with this view of it 
without examining further him- 
self. 

As to the style of the work, it is 
in general clear, forcible, and per- 
spicuous, and well suited to the 
subject. In some few instances the 
closing of a sentence might be im- 
proved, and likewise some of the 
figures and allusions. On the 
whole the style and manner are 
good. But above all this, and 
what is of far higher consequence. 

















































the orthodox view of the subject, 
**is sustained by overwhelming ar- 
guments. Sophistry may carp at 


Hensnaw’s Sermon.—A Plea for 
Seamen. A Sermon preached on the 
eccasion of a collection in aid of the 
funds of the Seamen’s Union Bethel 
Society, in St. Peter’s Church, Balti- 
more, on the evening of the 19th Feb. 
1826; by J. P. K. Henshaw, A. M. 
Rector of said Cburch. Baltimore: 
published by request of the Managers 
of the Society. 8vo. pp. 23. 

The claims of Seamen on the bene- 
volence of the friends of Christianity 
are advocated in this Sermon with 
zeal; and the style and matter are on 
the whole creditable to the author.— 
We consider it among the best ser- 
mons on this subject which have issued 
from the press. 


A Letter to a friend in Baltimore, 
on Creeds and Confessions; by Dr. 
Miller. Princeton, N. J. 


Caristi4n Researcues.—-—Chris- 
tian Researches in Syria, and the Holy 
Land, in 1823 and 1824, in furtherance 
of the objects of the Church Missiona- 
ry Society ; by the Rev. Wm. Jowett, 
A. M. one of the Representatives of 
the Society, and late a Fellow of St. 
John’s College, Cambridge; with an 
appendix, containing the Journal of 


Abstract of the Journal of the Con- 
vention of the Diocese of Neu-York, 
1826. 


The very interesting address of Bi- 
shop Hobart to this Convention, was 
published in our number for December. 
The journal of the Convention was 
received too late for an earlier notice. 
We propose to publish in our abstract 
of this and other Journals of Conven- 
tions, only such parts as may be con- 
sidered of genefal interest to the 


Literary Intelligence—Ecclesiastical Intelligence. 


> eo 


LITERARY INTELLIGENCE. 





> eo 


ECCLESIASTICAL INTELLIGENCE. 


$31,450 712. 





them” The adverse may vilify and 
misrepresent them—-** But they 
can never be answered.” 


Mr. Joseph Greaves, on a visit to the 
Regency of Tunis. London, 1825. 

This work gives some account ol 
the religious denominations in the Ho- 
ly Land, the journal of the author 
and a description of the natural, 
civil and religious state of those 
countries, through which he travel- 
led. It contains some _ illustrations 
of Holy Scripture, but very few that 
are new. The criticisms are, in some 
instances, happy. Many important 
particulars which we should have ex- 
pected of a traveller in the.Holy Land, 
appear not to have excited his atten- 
tion. The journal of Mr. Greaves is 
interesting, and he has mentioned some 
facts in regard to Tunis, and some 
other places in that region, which we 
do not recollect to have met with else- 
where. 


Bishop Hobart’s Sermon, entitled, 
the United States of America compar- 
ed with some European Countries, par- 
ticularly England ; has been re-pub- 
lished in London, in handsome style. 


An Oration delivered before the Li- 
terary and Philosophical Society of 
New-Jersey; by Dr. Miller. 


Church. The Convention was attend- 
ed by the Bishop, 53 Presbyters, 13 
Deacons, and 96 Lay-Delegates, rep- 
resenting 53 parishes. In the course 
of the year, four new Churches were 
admitted into Union with the Conven- 
tion. The Trustees of the Episcopal 
fund reported that it now amounts to 
The increase the last 
year was $2881 68. 

The Treasurer of the Convention 
reported the receipt of the following 
sums :~— 
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For the Missionary fund, 347 39 
the Episcopal do. 302 49 
the Diocesan do. 572 43 


The Baptisms in 57 parishes were 
1302. 

The communicants in 55 parishes 
were 5,221. 

The Committee of the Society for 
Propagating the Gospel, report their 
number of Missionary stations the last 
year to be 27. The following is the 
conclusion of their Report :— 


** Of the stations as last year report- 
ed. two have been discontinued, as no 
louger standing in need of Missionary 
aid, and 9 new oues have been added. 
While this increasing demand for the 
services of the Church in our new set- 
tlements, is a gratifying proof of its 
exiending influence, the Committee re- 
grt to state, that the inadequacy of 
their means has prevented them from 
ex'ending ‘to all the benefit of Mis- 
sionary labours. The painful necessity 
under which this has placed them, of 
withholding from deserving, but desti- 
tute congregations, the small! aid of a 
Missionary salary, has forced strongly 
upon their minds the necessity of in- 
creased zeal, both individual and paro- 
chial, in support of a fund on which the 
extension of our Church so materially 
depends. After a careful examination 
of the authority under which they act, 
the Committee find that their powers 
are limited to the distribution of funds, 
and do not extend to any arrangements 
for the collection or increase of them. 
On these points, therefore, they look 
to the wisdom of the Convention to 
adopt such measures as they shall see 
best fitted to render the means commit- 
ted to their charge more commensurate 
with the necessities of the Church.— 
The amount of funds received by them 
during the past year is $2557 50.” 

Wemake the following extracts from 
the report of the Rev. Palmer Dyer, 
Missionary, at Granville, because it 
states a fact which we conceive to be 
of great importance. We allude to the 
circulation of books by Missionartes : 


“« The prospects of the Church con- 
tinue good. Few churches, it is pre- 
sumed, of equal size and ability, are 
doing more for the support of the pub- 
‘ic ordinances of the Gospe!, or can 
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boast a larger proportional number of 
sound and devoted churchmen. The 
good **old paths,” are the paths in 
which they delight towak. Adhering 
strictly to our * form of sound words,” 
all things are done by them “ decently 
and in order.” 

‘During the past summer, a small 
parish library has been established,con- 
sisting at present of between 80 and 
100 volumes. It is impossible to satisfy 
the demand for books which treat of 
the distinctive principles, and the his- 
tory of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church. In consequence of the calm 
and deliberate perusal of a well written 
volume, multitudes have become dect- 
ded Episcopalians; to whom that de- 
gree of knowledge necessary to disarm 
them of prejudices, and fasten convic- 
tion upon their minds, could not in any 
other mede have been well communi- 
cated.” 


The Report of Mr. S. Davis, lay 
reader and catechist among the Onei- 
das, we extract, because we ‘eel deep- 
ly interested in every change favoura- 
ble to the happiness of our Indian po- 
pulation :— 


‘‘In making my annual report, I 
think I nay safely say that the work of 
improvement is evidently progressing 
among this benighted portion of the 
human race. The Oneidas, surrounded 
as they are by the whites, appear to 
have imbibed, in some degree,the same 
spirit of enterprise. More of the soil 
has been cultivated the past year than 
at any former period, and they have 
raised greater quantities of English 
grain. By turning their attention to 
agriculture, they are led gradually to 
forsake their indolent habits, get intoa 
more regular way of living.and become 
less addicted to intemperance. 

‘* I believe there is not a professed 
pagan in the whole tribe. It is about 
10 years since their idolatrous worship* 
was entirely abolished, and the Indians 
in general expressed their decided ap- 
probation of the Christian system. The 
chiefs are favorably disposed, and ready 
to assist in all measures which would 
tend to promote their advancement in 
civilization and the arts. 

** The services of the Church are 
punctually attended by several hun- 












dreds of the natives. And about 50 
children usually assemble once a week 
for religious instruction. 

‘** The school promises to de of great 
utility: 33 children are pursuing the 
study of the English language. It is 
not quite 2 years since it commenced ; 
and some of the scholars read tolerably 
well in the New Testament.* Others, 
who entered in Dec. last, now read in 
words of three and four syllables. A 
number of the boys have been employ- 
ed a considerable portion of the time in 
labouring on the farm. Most of the 
girls are too young to pursue any do- 
mestic employment. 

s* Since my last report 38 Indian chil- 
dren have received the ordinance of 
baptism—24 by the Rev. A. C. Tread- 
way, 1 by the Rev. H. Anthon, 9 by 
the Rev. N. Nash, of Pennsylvania,and 
4 by the Rev. Mr. Steele, of the Dio- 
cese of Connecticut—Funerals 27— 
Communicants (died 3) 37.” 

The number of Baptisms in 23 Mis- 
sionary stations was 248, and the num- 
ber of communicants 782. 

The number of Baptisms reported 4s 
1550, and of eommunicants 6003. 

The number of congregations in the 
Diocese is 152, and of clergy 110. 

The resolutions adopted by the Con- 
vention congratulating Bishop Hobart 
on his return, may be found in our De- 
cember number. 

Resolutions were passed unanimously 
returning thanks to the several Bishops 
who performed Episcopal duties for Bi- 
shop Hobart during his absence. A 
Canon was passed regulating the ad- 
mission of parishes into Union with the 
Convention. 


Abstract of the Journal of the Conven- 
tion of the Diocese of South-Carolina, 
Jan, 1826. 


The Church in this Diocese consists 
of the Bishop, 28 Presbyters, 8 Dea- 
cons, and 40 erganized Congregations. 

The Address of the Bishop will be 
feund in our preceding pages. 

The Standing Committee reported 
to the Convention an abstract of their 
proceedings from which it appears that 
they had, by the authority of the Con- 
vention taken measures for raising 
funds in all their Parishes for the be- 
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nefit of the General ‘heviogical Sem: 
nary. 

A Committee appointed at the last 
Convention to procure subscriptions to 
institute the Bishop Bowen Scholarshep 
reported that they had made only par- 
tial exertions by which they had ob- 
tained $1115 in two parishes, St. Mi- 
cheals, and St. Phillips. 

The Committee of the Convention 
on the Genera! Theological Seminary, 
made a report from which we extract 
the following passages :— 


. “Ip conformity to the usages of this 
Diocese, the Committee on the Theo- 
logical Seminary, present to the view 
of the Convention an abstract of the 
events of the past year, convected with 
this object of commen and long cher- 
ished solicitude and care. 

‘‘Among the proceedings of the Board 
of Trustees we remark, that the session 
of the Seminary will commence earlier 
in the autumn, and close earlier in the 
summer, by a month than formerly, an 
arrangement which will be particular- 
ly accommodating to the Students from 
the South ; that Mr. Whittingham, who 


had honorably completed his course of 


studies was admitted ‘ to the academic 
priviledges of a fellow of the institu- 
tion ;” and that the New-York Society 
for the advancement of religion and 
learning have put at the disposal of the 
faculty, five hundred dollars for ** the 
purchase of elementary books, and 
others in frequent use in the Semina- 
ry.” Mr. Pintard, to whose zeal and 
liberality the institution, from the be- 
ginning, has been indebted, has also 
recently presented it with many valu- 
able books. 

‘* We remark, with regret, connect 
ed with the recollection of the small 
returns from the Collectors during the 
year, that there is an excess of the ex- 
penditures above the income. It 
amounts to the sum of $281 31 cts. 
But any deficiency, however small, is 
alarming. And when we advert to the 
fact that some of the Professors re- 
ceive no salary, and that no one of 
them receives a salary proportionate to 
his services and station, we cannot but 
indulge the apprehension, that the day 
may come when the resources of the Se- 
minary will be inadequate to its main- 
tenance even on the present limited 
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system. The amount subscribed for 
the building is also altogether dispro- 
portionate to the importance of the 
object, the wealth of the Episcopal 
Community, and their accustomed libe- 
rality. The Trustees can at present 
attempt.no more than the erection of a 
single wing of the contemplated edi- 
fice.” 

‘Your Committee have read, with 
much satisfaction, the constitution of 
the ** Claremont Theological Scholar- 
ship Society,” and ‘* the Address deli- 


vered at the formation” of the same.— 


There are two articles of the constitu- 
tion which are deemed particularly 
yudicious; the one “that the money 
collected shall be annually transmitted 
to tse Treasurer of the General Theo- 
logical Seminary,” thus securing them 
to that institution, even should circum- 
stances prevent the obtaining of the 
whole amount required to found the 
Scholarship. The other, that the pro- 
ceeds of the Scholarship, whenever 
there shall be no authorized claimant 
for them, shall be applicable to the ge- 
peral purposes of the Seminary. As 
the constitution of the Claremont Soci- 
ety, and the accompanying able expo- 
sition of it have been printed, it is only 
necessary to refer to it. It will be 
recollected, that the respected faculty 
of the Seminary, in the annual report 
of 1824, suggested ‘ the great benefit 
which would accrue, if the larger and 
more wealthy Congregations were to 
support one student annually at the 
Seminary.” It is the merit of the 
Claremont Society, to have pointed 
out a method, whereby all the Congre- 
gations, and not the larger only, may 
be enabled to fulfil permanently this 
suggestion of enlightened charity. 

‘*The Committee respectfully re- 
commend the adoption of the following 
resolutions : 

“JT, That the Candidates for Holy 
Orders be, and are hereby advised to 
pursue their studies at the Seminary ; 
and it is recommended to the pious and 
liberal to assist, with a loan or other- 
wise, those Candidates, whose circum- 
stances might prevent their compliance 
with this advice. 

‘II. That the thanks of the Con- 
vention be given to those gentlemen, 
who have been active in procuring sub- 


scribers, and to those who have ge- 
nerously contributed towards the en- 
dowment of *‘ the Bishop Bowen Scho- 
larship ;” and that the Committee who 
were appointed on this subject, be re- 
quested to continue their efforts for the 
promotion of the object, and the Bishop 
is respectfully requested to fill up such 
vacancies in the Committee as may 
occur.” 

“III. That a Sermon be delivered 
within the year, before each Congre- _ 
gation of the Diocese, setting forth the 
considerations in favor of our General 
Theological Seminary. and the obliga- 
tion of extending it to a general and 
liberal patronage, and they take the 
liberty of expressing the hope, that the 
plan of Parish Associations for the for- 
mation of Scholarships, will be gene- 
rally approved and adopted.” 

The number of Baptisms reported 
in 20 parishes is 338, and of communi- 
cants in 23 parishes is 1837. 

By the report of the Society for the 
advancement of Christianity, the Bi- 
shop’s permanent fund now amounts to 
$9,180 30. The receipts of the com- 
mon fund, during the year, amounted 
to $1,326 72. 

The Treasurer of the Convention 
repo~ted a balance of $133 27. 

We are gratified to notice, that in 
almust all our Dioceses exertions are 
making to establish a fund for the use 
of their respective Conventions. The 
Diocese of South-Carolina has set an 
example of zeal and exertion in the 
cause of the General Theological Se- 
minary, which we could wish to 
see imitated in our own, and in every 
other Diocese. If every Diocese, in 
proportion to its ability, would make 
equal exertions, our Seminary would 
soon take that rank among the institu- 
tions of our country which is due from 
the Church, and demanded by its inte- 
rests. 


ORDINATIONS. 


By the Rt. Rev. Dr. Bowen, Bishop 
of the Protestant Episcopal Church in 
South-Carolina, on Thursday, March 
16, 1826, in St. John’s Church, Colle- 
ton, the Rev. T. H. Tayior, Deacon, 
was admitted to the holy order of 
Priests. 





